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CODEX ALIMENTARlUS COMMISSION 

FIRST MEETING HELD ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF WORLDWIDE 
FOOD STANDARDS: 

A four -man Canadian delegation of food 
experts attended a meeting held in Rome, 
June 25 to July 3 this year, to develop and 
simplify work on international food stand­
ards. This was the first session of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission, which was estab­
lished jointly by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission was 
established following a joint FAO/WHO Con­
ference on Food Standards held in Geneva in 
October 1962. Representatives of 44 mem­
ber nations of F AO attended, together with 
observers from 24 international organiza­
tions. The Conference fully endorsed the 
need for an international body to coordinate 
the development of food standards both on a 
worldwide and a regional basis. Stress was 
p laced on the importance of this work to de­
v eloped and developing countries alike. 

It was agreed at the Geneva Conference 
t hat the new Commission develop two types 

f standards. The first would be a minimum 
I platform" standard, and any country accept­
ing it would undertake to ensure that its own 
corresponding national standard would not be 
lower. The second, or II trading" standard, 
would be higher , and its adoption by a govern­
ment would imply that all products affected 
must conform to it in order to be imported 
and sold within its jurisdiction. 

At its first session, the new Commission 
considered priorities for food standards and 
allocation of priority work on their develop­
ment to specialized agencies. (Department 
of Fisheries, Ottawa, June 18, 1963.) 

FISH MEAL 

WORLD PRODUCTION, APRIL 1963: 
World production of fish meal in April 1963 was up 24 .7 

percent from that in the same month of 1962 , according to 
preliminary data from the International Association of Fish 
Meal Manufacturers. 

Most of the principal countries producing fish meal sub­
mit data to the Ass ociation monthly (see table). 

World Fish Meal Production by Countries, April 1963 

April Jan.-Apr. 
Country 

1963 1962 1963 1962 

....... (Metric Tons) ...... 

~anada ••.•.....•.. 1,311 2,338 26,924 33,432 
Denmark •........•. 7,081 3,955 25,692 19,805 
France •••........• 1,100 1,100 4,400 4,400 
German Federal Republic 7,473 6,960 27,345 26,779 
Netherlands •••..••.. 11 500 11 1,600 
Spain ............ 2,f80 2,429 9,196 8,898 
Sweden •••......... 822 482 2,029 1,870 
United Kingdom ...... 6,438 6;407 26,441 23,922 
United States .....••. 7,887 ~/5, 725 14,962 ~/12,340 
iAngola .....•...... 1,333 1,891 8,886 10,343 
Iceland ....••..... 8,742 4,040 30,212 17,269 
Norway . . . . . ..... 4,000 3,345 14,370 16,123 
Peru .•. ..... 129,104 100,074 442,641 339,090 
South Africa (including 

South - West Africa) ..• 33,237 29,701 81,326 102,651 

Total .•.......•. 210,708 168,947 714,424 618,522 
l/Data Dot available. 
YcReVised o 

ate: Belgium, Chile, Japan, and Morocco do Dot report their fish meal production to 
the International Association of Fish Meal Manufacturers at present. 

The increase in fish meal production in April 1963 was 
due mainly to greater output in Peru which accounted for 
61.3 percent of world production during the month. In Janu­
ary-April1963, Peru accounted for 62.0 percent of total 
fish meal production. 

World fish meal production during the first 4 months of 
1963 was 15.5 percent greater than in the same period of the 
previous year. Production in early 1963 was boosted by rec-· 
ord landings of anchoveta in Peru and record landings of her­
ring in Iceland. The increase was partly offset by a consid­
erable decline in production in South Africa, Canada, Norway, 
and Angola. 

FISH OIL 

WORLD EXPORTS, 1962: 
World gross exports of fish oils (including fish-liver oils) 

reached a record 455,000 short tons in 1962, reflecting the 
expansion of fish oil shipments from Peru and Iceland, and 
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to a lesser extent from Chile and Denmark. Worla exports 
increased by 88,000 tons from the previous high of 1961 and 
were twice the 1955-59 average. 

Peru, the United States, Iceland, the South Africa Repub­
lic, Chile, and portugal are the most important world sup­
pliers of fish oil, accounting for over 95 percent of the 
world's net exports and over 80 percent of the world's gross 
exports of fish oil in 1962. Although several European coun­
tries export sizable quantities of fish oil, the area as a whole 
is the world's major market for fish oil. Much of the domes­
tic production of fish oil in Europe is retained for consump ­
tion in the country of origin, or exported to other European 
countries . In addition, Norway, Western Germany, the Neth­
erlands, and Denmark import large quantities of fish oil for 
further processing and export largely to other European 
countries . 

Peruvian fish oil exports reached a record 164,000 tons 
in 1962 , up 45 percent from the previous high of 1961. Ice­
land's exports more than doubled in 1962. The increase en-

rworld Gross Exports of Fish Oil (Including Fish Liver Oils)!../, 
Average 1955-59, Annual 1958-62 

Continent Average 
lAnd Country ~/1962 1961 1960 1959 1958 1955-59 

. . . . . (1,000 Short Tons) .. . . . . 
~America: 

Canada ..... 3.5 4.6 15.2 14.8 6.0 8.5 
Mexico ..... .2 .8 31 .7 .7 .7 
United States. 61.5 61.2 71:8 72.2 47.0 64.1 

Total .... 65.2 66.6 87.0 87.7 53.7 73.3 

South America: 
Argentina. .8 .6 1.0 .4 .8 .5 
Chile .. 12.0 5.1 6.6 .1 - il .1 
Peru .... 164.0 112.8 38.6 18.9 1.8 5.5 

Total ..... 176.8 118.5 46.2 19.4 2.6 6.0 

Europe: 
Denmark .... 16.8 10.5 7.4 16.1 12.6 12.5 
France .... 2.8 2.7 2.4 1.6 .4 1.1 
Germany, West 22 .9 25.3 26.2 31.6 17.9 17.9 
Iceland .. . ..• 72.5 35.2 54.5 18.9 27.4 21.1 
Netherlands 5/61 2.6 5.2 7.8 16.0 13.0 10.4 
Norway §..I. ~.-' 18.6 24.0 18.4 21.8 19.8 21.3 
Portugal ..... 6.7 7.4 4.9 5.7 5.5 5.1 
Sweden ...... 2.0 3.4 2.5 3.0 2.0 2.5 
United Kingdom 2.6 3.2 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.8 
Other (incl. 

U.S.S.R.l ,!j. 2.9 2.8 2.0 2.3 1.4 1.7 

Total. ... 150.4 119.7 129.8 120.7 103.6 97.4 

~: 
2.9 3.3 7.3 5. 6 9.4 8.1 Angola . . . . " 

Morocco ..... 4.9 4.5 5.7 4.3 4.5 2.7 
So. Africa Rep. 'il 50.4 51.0 37.4 26.6 18.5 15.2 

Total ..... 58.2 58.8 50.4 36.5 32.4 26.0 

Asia and Oceania: 
Jap~.-.--- 3.2 2.7 3.8 3.6 6.6 5.8 
Other ']./ . ... .7 .8 1.0 1.7 1.2 1.2 

Total ... 3.9 3.5 4.8 5.3 7.8 7 .0 

World total ..• 454.5 367.1 318.2 269.6 200.1 209.7 
.!./Hardened fish oils have been included wherever separately classified in export 

statistics. 
VPreliminal)' . 
3/Under 50 tons. 
:!:/1959 only. 
~May include some whale oil prior to 1960. 
2JExc1udes sizable quantities of hardened fish oils exported annually which are not 

separately classified in trade returns. 

~~~~t~~:~ ~~~~~~~ro~~~r;:~~i~fr~~~tries. 
!fc,urce: World Agriculoual Production and Trade, U. S. Department of Agriculture . 

abled Iceland to surpass the United States and rank second to 
Peru as the wor l d ' s l eading supplier of fi sh oil in 1962. 
Apart from Chile , shipments from the other major exporting 
countries declined slightly in 1962. Norway's reported ex­
ports of fish oil were down slightly in 1962 , but were prob­
ably much larger than indicated due to the exclusion of hard­
ened fish oils which are not classified separately in trade 
s ta tis tics. 

FOOD AND AGRlCUL TURE ORGANIZA n ON 

EXTENSIVE USE OF SYNTHETIC 
MA TERIALS IN F ISH NETTING: 

The rapidly increasing use of knotless nets made of 
synthetic fibers was evident during the Second World Fish ­
ing Gear Congress, held in London , May 27 - 31, 1 963 , by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) . 

The discussion on materials which took place during the 
first day of the Congress embraced standardization of bot h 
the numbering systems of twines and of net-testing method I, 
as well as a survey of new net materials and of new devel ­
opments in lines and ropes, knotless nets, and monofi lament 
nets. 

A proposal for a standardized international numbering 
system for netting twines, applicable to both natural and 
artificial fibers, was presented to the Congress. This 
proposal--already adopted by ISO (The International 
Standards Organization)--is based upon a "tex" system 
which expresses the weight in grams of 1 ,000 meters of 
twine. 

In the six years that have elapsed since the first World 
Fishing Gear Congress in Hamburg, many new types of 
synthetic materials have come into use for fishing gear, 
it was stated. Most countries now use synthetic materials 
for well over half their gear. In Japan this figure ap ­
proaches 90 percent, while in the important Peruvian purse' 
seine fisheries nets are made of nylon only. 

Many papers presented to the Congress discussed the 
relative values of different synthetic materials such as 
nylon, polypropylen~, and polyethylene, as well as the 
different uses that are being made of those materials . It 
was reported that polyethylene is now extenSively used as 
a trawl-net material in Europe and Japan . 

In Japan, 31 million pounds of synthetic nets were pro­
duced in 1961 compared with 4.5 million pounds of na ­
tural-fiber nets. However , though the conversion to syn ­
thetic materials for netting stands at about 90 percent 
in Japan, this figure shrinks to 20 percent for ropes. 

The technical and economic aspects of the two main 
types of knotless nets- - the Japanese type made by twist ­
ing and the Raschel type made by crocheting--were dis ­
cussed at the Congress . It was stated that knotless nets 
are from 20-30 percent cheaper than knotted ones within 
certain small- mesh sizes . 

One paper stated that Italy is producing 750 tons of 
knotless nets a year , compared with the production of 
500 tons per year of knotted synthetic nets . Production of 
knotless netting in Norway has increased from 17 to 200 
tons a year within a two- year period. 

Synthetic fibers have become widely used in the fis hing 
industry mainly, however , in twines made of continuous 
multifilaments . However, during the past few years , a 
major breakthrough has been achieved using thick mono­
filaments, and these are now in extensi ve use in certain 
types of gear . One paper from Viet - Nam states t h at of 
11, 000 gill nets in operation in that country, about 8,000 
are of this (almost invisible) monofi lament type, while onl) 
160 are multifilament nets . 
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One paper from Germany reported on the use of plastic 
materials for constructing creels and pots, replacing 
traditional materials which deteriorate very quickly. 

SECOND WORLD FISHING GEAR 
CONGRESS HELD IN LONDON: 

The Second World Fishing Gear Congress sponsored by the 
I' ood and Agriculture Organization (FAO), was held in London, 
~[ay 27 - 31,1963, six years after the first Congress in Ham-
b Jrg in 1 957. To those who attended both Congresses, the 
~dvances were most obvious in synthetic netting twines, 
knotless netting, fish detection, and fleet operations. There 
~as been progress, but no spectacular developments in the 
catching of fish. However, purse seining techniques have 
become much more effective . Stern trawling is well accepted, 
even for small vessels and midwater trawling is more wide­
spread. Instrumented gear is the subject of much research, 
but there has been no major breakthrough. Automated ves-
s e ls are just on the horizon. 

Fish behavior remains a fas cinating but complex study with 
a most promising future. Electrical fishing seems ready to 
move on from its proven use in accelerating the pumping of 
fish from nets to improving trawl catches significantly, and, 
possibly, toward the time when it will aid fishermen to herd 
and harvest fish somewhat like farmers manage their domes ­
tic animals. 

While much progress has been made in the last six years, 
the opportunities for making improvements in the arts of lo­
cating, l uring, and capturing fish not only are great, but they 
are worthy of much more effort and funds than are being ex­
pended. 

More than 500 representatives from 52 countries attended 
the Congress. The 5 full days of meetings were devoted to 3 
major topics: Materials, Gear and Fishing, and Gear Re­
search, under the chairmanship of the Director of a Scottish 
firm which operates the stern t raw 1 e r s, Fairfree and 
Fairtry !, II, and III. 

Of the 87 papers presented, 11 came fr om the United State& 
a nd one from the United States and Canada. They covered the 
fo llowing subjects: large pelagic trawls; prospective devel­
~'P ments; improved heavy trawl gear; shrimp behavior; elec­
tr ical shrimp trawling gear; fish identification from echo 
! ounder recordings; tuna behavior; electricity in commercial 
E e a fishing; air bubble curtains; king c rab pots; hydraulic 
r wer and fishing gear; and automatic data processing and 
( mputer applications. 

United States representatives at the Congress numbered 
out 1 5 from the domestic industry and three from the 

] ited States Government. 

After editing at the FAO Fisheries Division in Rome, the 
p apers and the discussions will be published by Fishing News 
l ooks ) Ltd., 110 Fl.eet Street, London, EC4, in England, 
1v ith French and Spanish abstracts. The same company pub-
. ished the report of the first Congress, Modern Fishing 
) ear of the World. (Regional Fisheries Attache for Europe, ::r:s: Embassy,c;openhagen, June 5, 1963.) 
Note: Also see Commercial Fisheries Review, February 1958 p. 51 . 

WOR LD FOOD CONGRESS 

INTERIOR SECRETARY STRESSES VALUE 
OF FISH PROTEIN CONCENTRATE: 

The World Food Congress sponsored by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
of the United Nations was held in Washington, 
D .C. , June 4-18, 1963. The U. S. Secretary 
of the Interior spoke to the Congress on June 
6 as follows: 

"It is a particular pleasure to meet such a 
broad spectrum of natural resource interest 
as is represented in this Congress. As Secre­
tary of what in effect is America's department 
of natural resources, I have had the opportun­
ity for two years of meeting with va rio u s 
groups - -organizations that reflect the diversi­
ty of Interior's acti vi ties. 

"In many of these cross country meetings , 
I note a subtle--if occaSionally minute-­
change. For on the leadership level of such 
industries as oil, coal, timber, and fisheries 
I find more and more men whose conversa­
tions denote a movement away from parochial 
self-interest into the more urgent question of 
how today can this Nation - -this world - -man­
age, utilize and at the same time enhance and 
protect our natural resources. For every­
where today men are slowly realizing that 
science and economic drives are a team that 
improperly guided can run roughshod over 
the very elements that make the world live­
able. For this reason, fishermen become 
treaty makers; an oil company adjusts its op­
erations to save a herd of Alaska moose or a 
flock of birds , more and more timbermen 
curry, rather than denude the m 0 un t a i n­
side .... 

"To meet one of the world's grave resource 
challenges, the feeding of a growing army of 
the hungry, we are charting a new route. 
Aided by men of science, we have set forth to 
plumb that 70 percent of the earth that re­
mains unexplored--the ocean depths. Thus, 
we may better discover and utilize the sea's 
bounties for the world's hungry. 

"As President Kennedy observed recently: 
'To meet the vast needs of an expanded popu-
1ation' the bounty of the sea must be made 
more available. Within two decades , our own 
Nation will require over a million more tons 
of seafood than we now harvest.' 

"The world picture is increasingly grim 
and Lord Boyd Orr, former director of the 
U. N. Food and Agricultural Organization, 
and Nobel Peace Prize winner, states that 
within 80 years the world must produce more 
than eight times the present world food sup­
ply. 

"Today, we in the Department of the Inte­
rior are meeting this challenge in a multi­
front drive to raise this Nation's harvest from 
the sea, and at the same time, pass along to 
the free world, our scientific findings in this 
field. 
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"The fisheries research programs now 
under way number into the hundreds. How­
ever, one above all others shines as a beacon 
of hope for the 80 percent of the world's pop­
ulation today receiving insufficient daily pro­
tein diet--which is a rather dainty way of de­
scribing spirit-sapping hunger that for mil­
lions annually is an epitaph. 

'I This project, which our scientists in the 
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries have with 
limited resources virtually led the world in 
research, envisions the creation and distribu­
tion of a fish protein concentrate (FPC). 

"This product is made from a whole fish 
reduced to a protein -rich powder easily added 
to cereals of other basic foodstuffs. By uti­
lizing the unharvested fish of United States 
waters alone , it can provide supplemental 
animal protein for one billion people for 300 
days at the cost of less than one-half cent 
per person per day. The value of fish as a 
protein supplement has been recognized since 
the beginning of time. The problem has been 
one of distribution. 

"Harvesting fish is of only limited value 
if weight, susceptibility to spoilage, or trans­
portationcosts preclude shipping from coast­
al areas into the interior, where there often 
is a dense concentration of population. This 
is a baffling problem. It must be solved be­
fore fishery products make their full contri­
bution toward solution of the over-all world 
food problem. 

"Fish protein concentrate, however, would 
overcome the disadvantages of weight, spoil­
age, and high costs of distribution that are 
common to many other products. FPC is nu­
tritious' adaptable to many diets, and easily 
packaged in various sizes. It is an outstand­
ing example of wise resource use. 

"We believe that this food supplement, the 
intrinsic nutritional value of which is already 
well established, can eventually be obtained 
by anyone of a number of different process­
ing methods and in a variety of forms rang­
ing from a white, bland -tasting powder to a 
dark, flavorful paste. Further, it can be 
manufactured from fish species not now used 
as food. We are convinced that we are at the 
threshold of a new and important marine food 
industry which, if it can be helped safely over 
the first difficult stages of development, will 
assume a position of major importance both 
here in the United States and abroad. 

"Today, in many parts of the world, and 
even off our own coasts, vast and sometimes 
unassessed fishery resources, capable of be­
ing converted into fish protein concentrate, 
are still available. If we are to alleviate the 
world's hunger and malnutrition these re­
sources must be used to supplement the crops 
from the land. It seems obvious that these 
relatively untouched resources of the sea con~ 
stitute the last unexploited, readily available 
source of animal protein. Wisely managed, 
this large renewable resource will contribute 
importantly toward solution of the very prob­
lems under consideration at this Congress. 

"It is especially significant that fish and 
shellfish provide the high -quality protein so 
essential as a supplement in the food of mil­
lions throughout the world who now depend, of 
necessity, largely on diets of land crops such 
as cereals and vegetables. 

"Much of the world's hunger, ranging from 
acute , extreme starvation to chronic, marginal 
dietary deficiences, is a problem not only of 
how much food but of what kind. The most 
serious among the causes of hunger is protein 
malnutrition, frequently induced by a deficien­
cy of the right kind of proteins, those, in fact 
that cannot be synthesized by the human organ­
ism, and hence should be eaten every day. 
These essential proteins can be most readily 
found, in the correct proportions, only in the 
tissues of animals. 

"We in the Department of the Interior are 
not alone in our research and development 
work on fish protein concentrate. Other na­
tions, also with both economic and humani­
tarian motivations, are similarly active. But 
the Department's program, recently initiated 
by the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries and 
now moving into high gear, is accorded a high 
priority. President Kennedy, in a recent pub­
lic statement, described the program as vital 
to this Nation's efforts toward the betterment 
of mankind. A recent National Academy of 
Sciences report agrees. 

"We are confident that it will be possible 
to produce a fish protein concentrate contain­
ing 90 percent of high -quality proteins at a 
cost of 10 to 15 cents per pound to the consum­
er. It has been estimated that the minimum 
daily requirement of protein, 70 grams, could 
be supplied through fish protein concentrate 
at a cost per person of about two cents a day. 

"Because a project of this potential and 
universal Significance must be a cooperative 
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effort we have resolved to work in the closest 
cooperation with the United Nations, and es­
pecially the specialized agencies to whom 
much credit must go for initiating and stimu­
lating new efforts in fish protein concentrate. 

"While the idea of manufacturing fish pro­
ein concentrate is not new the time has now 

;:ome to translate that idea into large-scale 
Jroduction of a a product that holds such great 
Jromise for the benefit of mankind. This 

uch we owe to ourselves and to our friends 
';hroughout the world who look to us for help 

n solving their hunger problems. The day 
ay never come when hunger will no longer 

talk the earth. Nevertheless we must not 

GREAT LAKES FISHERY CO.1M1SS10 

TRO UT PL 1 TI 
Th long-range program to r t r 

trout population of Lak up rl r lnclu 
large-scale restocking effort, accordm 
Assistant Director of th Gr at L k 
ery Commission. This phase f th 
tion work was begun in 1 58 vith h 
Canadian and nited tat s local an 
agencies. It has he n mad" f aSlbl b th 
progress of sea lampr y control. I rior t 
1963, nearly 6 million lak trout had b 
free in the upper Gr at Lak s. 

lbit shOWlllg sea lamrre) research and connul conduct d b} the U. 
nn Arbor, hch. 
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Lake Superior releases during 1963 will 
include more than 1 million yearling lake 
trout from state and Federal hatcheries in 
Michigan. Wisconsin will contribute another 
320,000 lake trout. In Canada, the Ontario 
Department of Lands and Forests will add 
about 512,000 young trout to Lake Superior 
waters. In addition, a separate release of 
1,500,000 fingerling lake trout in Lake Supe­
rior is planned in the fall of 1963. 

There are high hopes that lake trout sur­
vival will continue to improve in Lake Supe­
rior. The rate of lamprey scarring in that 
Lake has remained low throughout most areas 
since the fall of 1961 as a result of a chemi­
cal treatment program in tributary streams 
during recent years. (News Bulletin, Michi­
gan Department of Conservation, June 6, 
1963.) 

INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC HAllBUT COMMISSION 

NORTH PACIFIC HALIBUT FISHERY 
REGULATIONS FOR 1963 REVISED: 

Approval by Japan, Canada, and the United 
States of conservation measures for the east ­
ern Bering Sea as recommended by the Inter­
national North Pacific Fisheries Commission 
in February 1963 necessitated certain changes 
in the Pacific halibut regulations. 

The International Pacific Halibut Commis­
sion issued, effective June 8, 1963, revised 
regulations for the 1963 fishery. The new 
regulations superseded those that became 
effective on March 21, 1963. The changes in 
the regulation that became effective on June 
8, 1863, are concerned primarily with divison 
of Area 3B North into two areas (Area 3B 
North and Area 3B North Triangle), but many 
other changes in wording and in the descrip­
tion of the regulatory areas (particularly 
Area 3B South) have been made. 

Some of the changes in the regulations 
effective June 8, 1963, are as follows: 

(1) Area 3B North is divided into Area 3B 
North Triangle and Area 3B North. Area 3B 
North Triangle: a triangular area in Bering 
Sea bounded by lines running from Cape Sari­
chef along the Aleutian Islands to 1700 W . , 
thence north along that meridian to a point 
near St. Paul Island, thence a straight line to 
Cape Sarichef, the point of origin. Area 3B 
North: Bering Sea, not including Area 3B 
North Triangle. 

(2 ) An annual catch limit of 11 million 
pounds is set in Area 3B North Triangle . 

(3) The length of the seas ons in Bering 
Sea are as follows: 

Area 3B North Triangle: From March 25 
to a date to be announced by the Commission 
when the annual catch limit is taken. 

Area 3B North: From March 25 to Octo ­
ber15(formerly October 15 or at the closure 
of Area 3A, whichever is later. 

(4) The opening and closing times are 
6:00 p.m. local standard time in Areas 3B 
North and 3B North Triangle. Elsewhere the 
are 6 :00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time, as 
previously. 

(5) Licenses may be validated for more 
than one of Areas 3B South, 3B North, and 
3B North Triangle, provided that when Area 
3B North Triangle is open the intended area 
of fishing and any change of area is declared 
in advance. 

(6) Licenses of vessels fishing inAreas 3B 
North or 3B North Triangle must be validated 
at Sand Point, Alaska, both prior to such fish ­
ing and prior to unloading any halibut at any 
port or place other than Sand Point, Alaska, re­
gardless of whether Area 3A is open or closed . 

(7) Halibut may not be taken with nets of 
any kind, except in waters of Bering Sea west 
of 1750 W. and north of a line running from 
Cape Newenham to a point close to St. Paul Is ­
land as described in Section 12 of the regula ­
tions. 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, this issue p . 94; June 1963 

pp . S7and62;May 1963 pp. 60, 74, and91; March 1963pp. 23 , 4 1, 
42, and 87. 

NORTII PACIFIC FISHERIES CONVENTION 

CONFERENCE OPENED BY 
INTERIOR SECRETARY: 

The parties (United States, Canada, and Japan) to the In­
ternational Convention for the High Seas Fisheries of the 
North Pacific, which became effective on June 12, 1953, be ­
gan discussions on possible revisions in the Treaty on June 6, 
1963. The U. S. Secretary of the Interior opened the meet­
ings held in Washington, D. C., with the following statement: 

"The discussions which are beginning here today are of 
great importance t o each of the Governments represented . 
Fishermen of each of the three countries carryon impor ­
tant fisheries in the North Pacific Ocean and they form a 
major part of local or national economies . Also, a substan­
tial number of people in each country are dependent for their 
livelihoods upon these fisheries . 

"As a consequence each of the Governments is deeply 
concerned with the problem of insuring the continued pros ­
perity of these fisheries. Each is concerned that the fish ­
ery resources which support these fisheries continue to be 
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praduc tive • . Each i.s cancerned that the legitimate interests 
and aspirahans af Its flshermen be advanced. These alone 
are impartant consideratians . 

"But, these discussions are also. impartant in the context 
f braader cansiderations . The nature af the relationships --

I ilateral and trilateral-- amang the three Gavernments is of 
ritical importance to. each of the three G avernments. Each 
eeks with the others a pattern of relationships characterized 
y harmany, sympathetic understanding of each ather 's prab­
e ms and a minimum of frictian. Each rec agmzes the value 
f institutians which a i d in the solutian af cammon problems. 

"The Convention which you will review in the corning dis ­
cussians i s just such an institutian for the solution of ca m -

an prablems. It seems to. me that in a review af its . effec ­
tiveness, the extent to. which the ConventlOn has cantnbuted 
to a pattern af harmanious relations between Gave:nments, 

ught to. be considered, as well as the effICIency WIth whIch 
the Canventian has maved taward salutlOn af the hshery prab ­
~e ms with which it was designed to. deal. In both respects the 
t anventia n i s impartant to the three Governments, and a re ­
view af its ten years of operation is a task of same moment. 

"It is aur view in the United States that the Canvention has 
served well as a mechanism f ar the solutian af cornman fish ­
ery prablems and in so. d aing has cantributed substantially to. 
a pattern af harmanious rel ations among the three Govern ­
ments. This is not to say that there has been no. fnchon . We 
do think, however, that with almost any alternate agreement 
which we can imagine there wauld likely have been greater 
fr ictian , less harmony. This point can hardly be averempha­
sized. R egardless of the direct benefits which may have or 
may not have accrued to national fisheries, our countrie~ 
have be nefited from a period of relative harmony m relatlOn­
s hips connected with fishery matters as the result of the ex­
i$tenc e of this Convention. 

"As for the extent to. which this Canventian has been ef­
fec tive as a means far dealing with fishery prablems, the 
United States has on many accasions made clear Its vIew 
that the Canvention has proved to be a most useful means far 
dealing with many of the critical fishery problems af corn­
man interest in the Narth Pacific Ocean. The PreSIdent and 
v arious ather officials , including me, have indicated the 
United States view that the underlying principle of the Can­
ve ntion --the abstenti an principle --is peculiarly applicable 
a nd is essential in connection with certain af the fishery 
p rabl ems in the area . The circumstanc.es in the Narth Pa­
c ific Ocean off the caast of Narth A menca are umque.m 
t erms of l ong- standing Canadian and Amencan flshenes , 

nd unparalle l ed investments by the twa Gavernments af 
t ime , money and talent in the canservatlOn af the resaurc:s. 
Such unique c ircumstances must be gIven adequate reea~ 
litian . As a practical matter, any pattern af mternatlOn . 
3.1 agreement regarding utilizatian af thase resO:.lrces WhICh 
'ails to. take due account of the special cantnbutlOn to the 
p raductivity af the resaurces such investments represent 
will not endure . 

"The abstentian principle daes take due accaunt af the 
special cantributian which in this case has been made by 
t he United States and Canada. It thus serves as a valuable 
pracedure f ar encauraging gavernments to. undertake the _ 
burdens arne tasks connected with the conservatlOn af rna 
rine fishery resources . 

"In addition, if the principle ar samething akin to. it is 
not available for dealing with this kind of prablem as It ac ­
curs mare frequently , the alternative caurses of actlOn 
which g overnments are likely to take to pratect theIr flsh- _ 
eries will run cantrary to. the mterests af the three Govern 
ments represented here and, in the long run, contrary to. the 
interests af mankind . 

"In short we are convinced of the fundamental value af 
the principle' a f abstention far the salution af what are today 

unique fishery prablems, h.1t preblems whl h rra .n 
ture be all too common. 

( -

"I do not wish to give yau the impressl(ln thnt \\ ( In th 
United States consider the Convention to. haVE w>rk rl Pl r ­
fectly . Indeed, that is not our view, as all who. ar famIliar 
with the proceedings of the Internatiunal • orth PaCific 1'16h ­
eries CommIssion can testify. However, the d fe ts \\1)1~h 
we perceive are nat fundamental. They do not go to. tr 
heart of the Canvention. They are not def ds In pnnc IPh.. 
They are perhaps weaknesses in the use of the ln5tr..tm€nt 
more than weaknesses in the instrument itself. 

"These defects can and should be corrected and no 
doubt the United States Delegation will have speCific propo.s­
als to this end. Thus, we welcome this review of the Con­
vention. I would be less than candid, however if I dId not 
emphasize the fact that in essence the Conventian IS sat.s­
factory to the United States. Such proposals as the C mt. d 
States Delegation may make for correcting weaknesses Will 
not deal with fundamentals of the Convention. Th 'se, In l..r 
judgment, are best left intact. It seems to us bett r t set'k 
to improve upon the instrument with whIch we arc fawlllar 
and which has, in fact , served well , than to discard it and 
seek to create a new instrument. The United States 0 lega­
tion will, of course , be most interested in hearing the v\t'w, 
af the Canadian and Japanese Governments and will giv th, 
most careful and sympathetic consideration to. pt'uposals 
which they put forward. 

"It is our earnest desire that these discussions l' ·s..tlt In 
arrangements for the salution of cammon fishery pr.>bl, ms 
in the Narth Pacific Ocean which all of the G()VernM nts 
represented here will consider both well SUited to. th ad ­
vancement of common conservation interests and cqllltable." 

REVISION PROBLEMS NOT RESOLVED: 
The meeting of the Parties (United States, 

Canada, and Japan) to the International Con­
vention for the High Seas Fisheries of the 
North Pacific Ocean which began in Wash­
ington' D. C., on June 6, 1963, came to a 
close on June 21. 

During the course of the Meeting, th D'l­
egations from the three countries review d 
the present North Pacific Fisheries Con,: n­
tion and discussed the new draft COllventlOn 
proposed by the Japanese Delegation to de­
termine whether the Japanese proposal or 
continuation of the present ConventIon w1th 
appropriate clarifications an.d und rstand.mgs 
would provide the better baSIS for r solvmg 
the orth Pacific fisheries problems of th 
three Parties. 

The Japanese Delegation, while r cogruz· 
ing the contribution the present Convention 
had rendered toward the stabihzation of fl 
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eries relations in the North Pacific Ocean 
among the three countries, stated that the 
abstention formula has in it intrinsic irration­
ality since it is, in their view, actually de­
signed for the protection of fishery industries 
of certain countries rather than for the con­
servation of resources. The Japanese Dele­
gation clarified its position that Japan cannot 
continue the present Convention having the 
abstention formula as its base, not only be­
cause of the above essential reason, but be­
cause of the fact that the great changes which 
have taken place in the factual circumstances 
surrounding the Convention during the past 
10 years have given rise to many problems 
next to impossible of solution under the ab­
stention formula. 

The Japanese Delegation took the position 
that the most realistic and practical solution 
is to replace the present Convention with a 
new one. They explained that in the draft 
Convention the abstention formula is replaced 
by the principle that joint conservation meas­
ures will be established on a scientific and 
nondiscriminatory basis, and that the fishery 
management conducted by Canada and the 
United States will be given due consideration 
in determining joint conservation measures. 

Throughout the Conference, the Canadian 
Delegation supported the abstention principle 
on which the present Convention is based, as 
a sound, workable principle designed to pro­
vide for conservation and rational utilization 
of special fisheries which could not long sur­
vive without it. Regarding certain difficulties 
in the application of the terms of the Conven­
tion which had appeared during the 10 -year 
period since it came into force, the Canadian 
Delegation expressed confidence that these 
problems could be solved through agreed 
understandings and interpretation of the arti­
cles of the Convention. 

They stated that experience showed that 
one of the important problems requiring solu­
tion was that caused by the intermingling of 
fully-utilized stocks of halibut, which are 
under abstention, with other stocks of bottom 
fish which are not under abstention. The Ca­
nadian Delegation proposed that a just solu­
tion to this problem would be to agree that 
Japan, in carrying out fishing operations for 
bottom fish in the area south and east of the 
Alaskan peninsula, would not fish for halibut 
and would conduct the fishing operations in a 
manner which will not damage the halibut 
stocks. 

After a careful study of the new draft Con­
vention submitted by the Japanese Delegation, 
the Canadian Delegation stated that the langu­
age of the draft Convention was very general 
and that no clearly defined principle was in­
cluded which would form the basis for protec­
tion and continued development of the Pacific 
Coast fisheries of interest to Canadian fisher 
men. It was pointed out that the Canadian 
salmon, halibut, and herring fisheries had 
been developed to a productive level as a re­
sult of adherence by Canadian fishermen to 
restrictive fishing practices over many years 
and through costly development programs. 

The United States Delegation commented 
on the rapid growth of Japanese fisheries un­
der the pres ent Convention. They pointed out 
that with the understandings and clarifications 
proposed by the United States Delegation, this 
Convention would provide an even more effec­
tive instrument for resolving the North Pacif­
ic fishing problems, including those resulting 
from the westward migrations of Bristol Bay 
salmon. The United States Delegation stated 
that the Japanese draft Convention was unsuit­
able in many important respects. They con­
sidered that such criteria as it included were so 
general as surely to lead to great difficulties in 
implementation and would provide little assur­
ance regarding the actual conservation meas­
ures which could finally be agreed upon by the 
Commission established to administer its pro­
visions. They believed that the present Con­
vention including the principle of abstention 
provides a clearly defined procedure for deal­
ing with special situations where certain 
stocks of fish have been made more produc­
tive by extraordinary efforts directed to re ­
search, strict limitations on fishing and other 
constructive measures . The present Conven­
tion also has provisions for conservation of 
stocks not qualifying for abstention in terms 
that are simpler and more straightforward 
than the draft Convention proposed by Japan. 

The United States Delegation concluded 
that the present Convention provided the best 
basis for resolving current North Pacific fish­
ery problems and would provide sound and 
progressive precedents for the development 
of international practice in this field. 

The Conference discussed at length the 
proposals and views of the three Delegations 
but was unable at this meeting to reach agree­
ment on terms for the future cooperation of 
the three countries on North Pacific fishery 
matters. The three Delegations considered 
that the Conference had been very useful in 
promoting mutual understanding of the views 
of each of the three Parties. 
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It was agreed that it would be desirable to 
give further study to means of resolving the 
different views of the three countries in the 
LL ght of the work of this Conference. The 
'onference therefore decided to adjourn and 
ecommend to the three Governments that ef­
rts to reach agreement be renewed at a sec­

hd Conference to be convened early in the 
:111 of 1963. (The Conference took note of the 
ope of the Japanese Delegation that the next 
;1eeting be held in Tokyo in September.) 

~ANADIAN FISHERIES MINISTER 
EPOR TS ON CONFERENCE: 

i While Canada, Japan, and the United States · 
agree that a convention between them is nec­
essary to maintain the fisheries of the North 
Pacific in the interest of the fishing indus­
tries of their respective countries, the Cana­
dian Fisheries Minister reported to the House 
of Commons on June 24, 1963, that no agree­
ment has been reached regarding modifica­
tion of the International Convention for the 
High Seas Fisheries of the North Pacific 
Ocean. 

The Convention came into force on June 
12, 1953, for a 10-year period, following 
which it could be terminated on one year's 
notice by either Canada, Japan, or the United 
States. The Fisheries Minister said that the 
10 -year period is now over and the recent 
conference in Washington was held at the re­
quest of Japan to consider the possible need 
for modification of the Convention. 

While no agreement had been reached at 
the conference, the Fisheries Minister said 
t hat the problems, including the special pro­
t ection for Canada's unique s almon, halibut, 
a nd herring fisheries and the conservation of 
the North Pacific fisheries generally, can be 
solved within the framework of the present 
Convention, and that the Canadian delegation 
will in the discussions planned for later this 
year, endeavor to bring this about. 

In his report to the House of Commons, 
the Fisheries Minister said: "The present 
Convention, alone among all fisheries trea­
ties, embodies the principle of abstention. 
Under this principle if one or more of the 
parties are exploiting a fish stock to the full 
and are restricting their fishing by regula­
tions based on scientific research in order 
to maintain that fish stock at a productive 
level, the other party or parties will abstain 

from entering the fishery. In accordance with 
this principle Japan, under the present Con­
vention, is required to abstain from fishing 
the important salmon, halibut, and herring 
stocks of North American origin, and Canada 
abstains from fishing salmon in the Bering 
Sea. Our fisheries have in this way had a 
very large measure of protection from the 
expanding Japanese high seas fishing opera­
tions. There have been some difficulties in 
the application of the principle of abstention 
but our experts believe that no stocks which 
do not qualify now remain under abstention 
and that all stocks which qualify are under 
abstention. Continuation of the present Con­
vention including the abstention principle is 
thus very important to the Pacific fisheries 
of Canada. 

"This Convention has not been popular in 
Japan because it has restricted the expansion 
of their fisheries in the northeastern Pacific. 
Early during the present negotiations the Jap­
anese delegation proposed a revision of the 
treaty to eliminate the principle of abstention 
which they claim to be monopolistic and con­
trary to generally accepted principles of free­
dom of fishing on the high seas. With this 
principle removed, the Convention would pro­
vide for joint conservation measures but would 
not afford protection to the fisheries which 
ha ve been brought by Canada and the United 
States to high levels of utilization and produc­
tivity through great efforts on the part of our 
two countries. During the negotiations the 
Canadian delegation supported the principle 
of abstention claiming that the last ten y ears 
have shown it to be an equitable and workable 
means of maintaining the unique fisheries to 
which it applies in the North Pacific. 

"Our delegation pointed out that the absten­
tion principle had majority support at the Con­
ference on the Law of the Sea and has achieved 
a large measure of international recognition. 
The Canadian delegation also pointed out that 
not only are the stocks of salmon, halibut, and 
herring, to which the abstention principle ap­
plies, fully utilized by our fishermen but have 
been maintained at their present highly pro­
ductive levels by strict regulation of our fish­
eries based on scientific research. Further­
more, our countries have brought these fish­
eries to their pres ent high levels of utiliza­
tion and productivity at considerable cost, not 
only for research and enforcement of restric­
tions on our fishermen but especially in the 
case of salmon through positive fish culture 
measures and through abstaining ourselves 
from using the rivers in which the salmon 
are bred for other purposes such as power 
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development, irrigation, waste disposal, etc. 
The maintenance of these fisheries already 
difficult and expensive would become almost 
impossible if the benefits of these measures 
were not reserved for our own fishermen. 
The Canadian and United States delegations 
were in accord in insisting on the continued 
inclusion of the abstention principle in the 
North Pacific Treaty. 

"During the Conference there has been an 
exchange of views which has clarified the po­
sitions of the three parties. The Convention 
has defined the problems and indicated in a 
preliminary way some of the possible means 
of solving them. One of the most difficult 
problems is caused by the intermingling on 
the fishing grounds of halibut, which require 
protection under the abstention principle, 
with larger stocks of other bottom fish which 
are not now intensively fished by the United 
States and Canada and from which Japan has 
no obligation to abstain. The problem here 
is to devise means by which Japan can make 
use of these stocks some of which are al­
ready being fished extensively by the Soviet 
Union while, at the same time, affording pro­
tection to the halibut fisheries which have 
been maintained at a high level by a Conven­
tion between the United States and Canada 
which is one of the oldest and most success­
ful fisheries treaties in existence . 

"Although Canada, Japan, and the United 
States all agree that a Convention between 
our three countries is necessary to maintain 
the fisheries of the North Pacific in the in­
terest of the fishing industries of our three 
countries, no agreement has yet been reached 
regarding modification of the present Conven­
tion to this end. The Canadian delegation be­
lieves that all these problems including both 
the special protection for our unique salmon, 
halibut, and herring fisheries and the conser­
vation of the North Pacific fisheries general­
ly can be solved within the framework of the 
present Convention and will endeavor, in the 
further discussions planned later this year, 
to bring this about." 

The Fisheries Minister reiterated that 
any tentative agreements reached during the 
negotiations will be fully discussed before 
Canada's Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Marine and Fisheries before final accept ­
ance by the Government. 

~:~*;~** 

JAPANESE POLITICAL PARTY ' S VIEWS 
ON REVISION OF TREATY: 

The Japan se Socialist Party ' s Policy De­
liberation Committee, on June 11, clarified 
the Party's views concerning the Japan- Unit ­
ed States -Canada Fisheries Treaty (Nort h 
Pacific Fisheries Convention). Its purpose 
was to remind the Japanese Government of 
Japan's unchanged position that the present 
Treaty is entirely inequitable and that the 
voluntary abstention principle has no scien­
tific, rational basis . The Japan Socialist 
Party insists that the Japanese Government 
should immediately give notice to the United 
States and Canada of Japan's intention to 
formally terminate the present Treaty, and 
that, during the one year between the time 
the notic e is served and a new treaty con ­
cluded' the Government should carefully study 
developments, taking into consideration the 
views of the Japanese people . 

The Socialist Party's proposals for a new 
treaty are essentially as follows: 

(1) To secure maximum sustained produc ­
tivity and to serve the interest of mankind, 
the voluntary abstention principle must be 
eliminated and a new treaty concluded on the 
basis of equality, reciprocity, and freedom 
of the high seas. 

(2) To ensure sound management of fishing 
grounds and rational utilization of fishery re­
sources, establishment of regulatory areas 
by kind of fishery should be permitted when 
necessary. 

(a) Within the regulatory areas, neces­
sary controls, such as area restrictions 
(closing certain areas), catch restrictions , 
fishing season, size limits, and catchlim­
its, should be established . 

(b) Regulatory areas and enforcement 
procedures may be changed if such action 
is warranted by evidence based on scien­
tific studies undertaken by the commis ­
sion. 

(3) In view of the special charact eristics 
of the salmon fishery, salmon resources in 
the high seas as well as in territorial waters 
should be managed under a unified system. 

(a) Fishery resource management 
should be conduct ed under a joint program. 
This program should be car ried out by an 
international body t o be establis hed under 
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the treaty or by the respective contracting 
parties. 

(b) Catch quantity should be determined 
through agreement among the contracting 
parties and should be based on evidence 
obtained from scientific studies of re­
sources in both the high seas and in ter­
ritorial waters. 

(c) Regulatory enforcement on the high 
seas should be conducted in accordance 
with the provisions 0 u tl i ned in Item 2. 

(4) To preserve and increase fishery re­
sources, the contracting parties should con­
duct necessary research severally or jointly 
and exchange data. 

(a) The Commission should manage 
fishery resources in accordance with the 
provisions of the treaty. 

(b) The Commission should conduct 
scientific investigations necessary to 
maintain, develop , and conserve fishery 
resources in treaty waters, collect and 
analyze data, determine whether it is nec­
essary or advisable to establish joint reg­
ulatory measures, and transmit recom­
mendations to the contracting parties. 

(c) Decisions of the Commission should 
be based on the mutual consent of all con­
tracting parties. 

(5) Each contracting party, upon receIvmg 
notice of the Commission's recommendations , 
s hould establish domestic measures to im­
plement such recommendations. 

(6) Each contracting party, for the purpose 
of rendering effective the provisions of the 
t reaty, should enact and enforce necessary 
laws and regulations, with regard to its na­
tionals and fishing vessels, with appropriate 
penalties against violations thereof and to 
transmit to the Commission a report on any 
action taken by it with regard thereto. 

(7) When a person or fishing vessel vio­
lates the provisions of the treaty, only au­
thorities of the contracting party to which 
the offending person or fishing vessel be­
longs may try said person or vessel and im­
pose penalties. 

(8) The new treaty should continue in force 
for a period of ten years. (Suisan Keizai Shim-
bun, June 12, 1963.) --

AMENDMENT TO CONVENTION 
ENTERS INTO FORCE: 

An amendment of the annex to the Interna­
tional Convention for the High Seas Fisheries of 
the North Pacific Ocean of May 9, 1952, as 
amended, permits Japan to fish for halibut in 
a restricted area of the eastern Bering Sea. 
The amendment is to paragraphs l(a) and 1 (b) 
of the annex. It was adopted at Seattle on No­
vember 17,1962, at the ninth meeting of the In­
ternational North Pacific Ocean Fisheries Com­
mission. Acceptances were deposited by Cana­
daonMay8, 1963; by Japan on February 26, 1963; 
andbythe United States onMarch23, 1963. The 
amendment entered into force on May 8, 1963. 

NORTHWEST ATLANTIC F1SHERIES COMMISSION 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
HELD IN HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA: 

The 13th annual meeting of t he Internation­
al Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
was held at Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 3 -7, 
1963. The Commission is concerned with the 
investigation and conservation of the major 
fis heries of the Northwest Atlantic. All 13 
member countries were represented. The 
United States was represented at the meeting 
by three commissioners, industry advisors, 
and technical advisors from the U. S. Bureau 
of Commercial Fisheries. 

Some of the actions and discussions at the 
meeting of interest to the fishing industry 
were: 

(1) The possibilities of establishing minimum trawl 
mesh sizes in Subarea 5 (Gulf of Maine and Georges 
Bank south to the vicinity of Block Island) for bottom 
species other than cod and haddock and minimum ring 
sizes for sea-scallop dredges. No action was taken in­
asmuch as there were still insufficient data upon which 
the Commission could make recommendations. 

(2) On the matter of international enforcement of 
ICNAF regulations further progress was made when it 
was agreed to seek amendments to the Convention au­
thorizing the Commission to make recommendations to 
Member Governments for measures of national and in­
ternational control in the Convention Area. 

(3) In discussing problems arising from different 
fishing customs and interpretations of navigation Rules 
of the Road by vessels of various nationalities in the 
Convention Area, it was decided that all Member Na­
tions should be informed of the practices employed by 
the fishing fleet of each nation. This would draw at-
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tention to any incompatible fishing procedures which 
can be taken under advisement by the Commission. 

(4) Of interest were preliminary statistics of the So­
viet catch in the Georges Bank area for 1962. The 
catches consisted primarily of 151,000 metric tons of 
adult sea herring and 42,000 metric tons of silver hake 
(whiting). The United States has no high-seas fishery 
for adult herring, but does have an extensive fishery 
for small herring or the sardines utilized by the Maine 
canneries. The Soviet catch (44,202 tons) for whiting 
was nearly equal to that of the United States fleet dur­
ing the same period. From discussion it was indicated 
that the Soviet catches of herring and whiting were 
taken with trawl nets of 40 millimeters (about 1 t inch­
es) stretched mesh size. This is somewhat smaller 
mesh gear than is used by any of the United States fleet 
fishing off New England for species other than cod or 
haddock. The sea herring and whiting fisheries in the 
Northwest Atlantic Ocean are not regulated by mesh 
size. 

(5) Talks regarding an agreement between the Inter­
national Council for Exploration of the Sea, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization, and ICNAF on a joint re­
porting form for fishery statistics of the North Atlan­
tic resulted in a new form being introduced. It was 
agreed that all European members of ICNAF would be­
gin using the new form immediately, but that Canada 
and the United States will continue to use present forms 
through 1963. 

(6) The only new information on long-term mesh 
assessments issued by the Assessment Working Group 
during the year were those on ocean perch (redfish) 
for Subarea 5. 

(7) Examination of catch and effort data for Subarea 
5 lead to the conclusion that the present level of effort 
on cod is probably higher than that which would give 
the maximum sustained catch with 4t" mesh, the legal 
mesh size. For haddock the present levels of effort 
appear to provide landings near the sustainable maxi­
mum. Further increases in effort would not, in the 
long run, increase the total landings and could cause 
them to decrease. 

(8) An analysis was made of the differences between 
natural and synthetic twines. Selection factors for the 
main types of polyamid (nylon, etc.) and polyester (tery­
lene) were 12 to 20 percent higher than for double ma­
nila fibers of the same mesh size--meaning that the 
synthetics allowed more fish of slightly larger sizes 
to escape. 

(9) Plans for an Environmental Symposium to be 
held in Rome on January 27 to February 1, 1964, are 
in an advanced state of preparation. At the meeting it 
was decided to add another section to the Symposium 
on "ICNAF Herring and the Environment." 

(10) The first phase of the Environmental Survey 
(NORWESTLANT) in Greenland waters was success­
fully completed in April and May by vessels of France, 
Norway, United Kingdom, and U.S.S.R. The second 
phase involving vessels of Canada, Denmark, Germany, 
and Iceland was in progress while the meeting was 
taking place. The third and last phase was planned 
for july. The results will be published by ICNAF as 

soon as possible. The Canadian Oceanographic data Center is 
processing the hydrographic data. 

(11) Recommended that the Continuing Working Party 
(a Joint ICES/FAO/ICNAF statistical commlttee) con­
tinue in existence, as belOg the best means of providing 
the essential liaison between the three international agen­
cies responsible for compiling and publishing North At­
lantic fis hery statistics. 

(12) Some progress was made in resolving fish age­
determination problems and new techniques of otolith 
preparation and photography were demonstrated. Plans 
were made for the exchange of otoliths along with black 
and white photos or transparencies on which different 
readers can record their interpretatlOn. 

(13) Considerable attention was given to chafing gear. 
All countries were requested to provide the Secretariat 
diagrams and descnptions of the types of chafing gear 
now in use aboard their vessels. Changes were proposed 
in the regulations that would make illegal the use of any 
top-Side chafer that would obstruct or diminish the size 
of the meshes of the trawl's cod end. Countries will be 

I formally notified of the proposed changes. 

(14) It was proposed that IC, AF consider adoptlng the 
ICES minimum mesh of 120 mm. (to be adopted by ICES 
on June 1, 1964) for taking cod and haddock throughout 
the IC AF area. Present minimum legal size trawl 

I mesh is 4,t (114 mm.) inSubareas4and 5, and 4" (102 
mm.) in Subarea 3. Commission members agreed to 
study these problems during the year and attempt to 
find solutions at next year's meeting. 

New officers elected for coming year (1963/64) and 
for next year's meeting were: Klaus Sunnanaa, orway, 
as Chairman, and Frank P. Briggs, United States, as 
Vice Chairman. 

ORGANIZA TION FOR ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

FISHERIES COMMITTEE lEETS: 
The Fisheries Committee of the Organiza­

tion for Economic Cooperation and Develop­
ment (OECD) met at Paris, France, July 1-3, 
1963. The agenda for this meeting covered: 
(1) a study of subsidies and other financial 
support in member countries; (2) suggestions 
for the 1963-1964 general program of work; 
(3) sanitary regulations for canned fish; and 
(4) operational and technical cooperation pro­
grams for 1964. 

The United States representative at the meet ­
ingwas A. W. Anderson, Regional Fisheries At ­
tache, United States Embassy, Copenhagen. 

INTERNATIONAL PACIFIC SALMON 
FISHERIES COMMISSION 

RESEARCH PROGRAM REORGANIZED: 
A reorganization of the research program 

of the International Pacific Salmon Fisheries 
Commission is under way to meet the conser ­
vation problems arising from rapid industri -
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alization of the Fraser River Basin, accord­
ing to the chairman of the Commission. 

Many of the problems of salmon manage­
ment have been solved on the Fraser River, 
he chairman stated. However, he added, we 
re still faced with the growing problem of 
ollution, the failure of hatcheries to replace 

successfully natural spawning grounds, and 
our inability to transplant successfully large 
self-sustaining runs of either sockeye or pink 
salmon. 

In 1962, the Commission completed an 
experimental laboratory at Cultus Lake and 
/1as been searching for highly trained men 
to expand the research into several special 
problems facing the Commission. During the 
first year of operation at Cultus Lake Labor­
atory, most of the research has been directed 
to finding the weaknesses inherent in salmon 
hatchery methods. A scientist, who is re­
ceiving his doctorate in physiology at the Uni­
versity of British Columbia, is in charge of 
both the hatchery research and the over-all 
operations of the research station. 

The Commission chairman stated, "that 
with the growth of industry and towns in the 
Fraser watershed, the Commission was ob­
ligated to the Federal Government and to the 
people for aiding in the technical solution of 
the highly varied and growing pollution prob­
lem." "We must work as partners with gov­
e rnment and industry toward the proper con­
t rol of waste products," added the head of 
t he new pollution research program. 

A scientist from the University of Toronto 
ill be in charge of a research section deal­

ing with the problems involved in the trans­
lantation of salmon and their tolerances to 

e nvironmental changes. 

The Commission's decision to expand its 
r esearch effort was based on the fact that suf­
ficient data were not being obtained from out­
side sources to meet the Commission's tech­
nical requirements for protecting Fraser Riv­
er sockeye and pink salmon. 

TERRITORIAL WATERS 

ECUADOR, CHILE, AND PERU 
MAY BAN FOREIGN VESSELS 
FROM" TERRITORIAL" WATERS: 

Chile , Peru, and Ecuador are reported to 
be formulating plans to shut out foreign fish-

ing vessels from offshore waters claimed as 
territorial seas (jurisdiction over 200 miles 
off their coasts) by those countries. Concern­
ing foreign fiShing operations in offshore wa­
ters bordering those countries, the Foreign 
Minister of the Chilean Government on May 
28 is said to have remarked as follows: 

"The United States and European fishing 
vessels are ravaging the fishery resources 
belonging to Chile, Peru, and Ecuador. Wan­
ton intrusions by those foreign vessels into 
our territorial waters have dealt a grave blow 
to the fisheries of our three countries. The 
Chilean Government, in cooperation with Peru 
and Ecuador, plans to shut out foreign fishing 
vessels from territorial waters bordering our 
three nations." (Reported by the Japanese 
periodical Suisan Keizai Shimbun, May 30, 
1963.) 

TRADE FAIRS 

WORLD FISHING EXHIBITION HELD IN 
LONDON, ENGLAND, MAY 27-31 , 1963: 

A wide variety of marine engines, fishing 
nets, gear, and equipment was shown by over 
200 exhibitors from major manufacturing 
countries at the World Fishing Exhibition 
which was held at Earls Court, London, Eng­
land, May 27-31, 1963. The items displayed 
included filleting machines, freeze-drying 
equipment, net-making machines , and an 
electronic device for testing the freshness of 
fish. This device, according to the West Ger-
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Int rnational ( ontd.): 

Inan 111anufa ttl!' r, "In "lSUI'l'S till' fl' , hilI',' 
of fish instantl • (on St' oml)." 

Th E.'hibition was 

cultur rganizatlOn 
( nited Stat s I .. mb s 
5, 1963.) 

iNTER A TI AL WH U 

tits !. ift nth 
resolv d as follo vs: 

(3) Complete susp nsion of 
blue whal 's in the wat rs outh 
south latitude exc pt in th \ at rs north of 
55 degrees south latitud from a d gre 
longitude eastwards to 80 d gre s ast longl­
tude. 

(4) By July 1964, th Commission1s r 'gu­
lations on whaling should be consist nt with 
the conclusions of the work on assessm nt of 
whale stocks carri d out by the Com mitt e 
of Three (composed of one man each from 
the United States, Canada, and th Food and 
Agriculture Organization). 

(5) Catch limit of 10,000 blue-whale units 
for the 1963/64 season. 

(6) Accepted the invitation from the Gov­
ernment of Norway to hold the Sixteenth An-

I, urin th 

T H,1 62/63 '\ O.T: 
,'p ditions of th 5 nations particlpa­

ting in ntarctic whaling cau ht a total of 
11,289 blu ... hale units during th 1962/63 
s ason, compared with an ntarctic catch of 
15,253 units in the 1861/62 and 16,453 units 
in the 1960/61 seasons . The decline in the 
catch was due mainly to a reduction in the 
number of operating fleets (table). 
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Antarctic Whaling Fleets, 1962 /63 Season With Comparisons 

Factoryships and Catcher Vessels, by Countries, 1960 / 61-1962/6 3 

Season 

Country 1962/63 1961/62 1960 / 61 
Factoryships I Catcher Vessels I Factorvships Catcher Vessels Factorvships I Catcher Vessel . . . . . . (Number) • . . 

Japan · · . · 7 79 7 86 7 83 
Norway · · 4 32 7 71 8 81 
U. S. S. R. · 4 70 4 67 3 52 
United Kingdom · 1 9 2 22 2 22 
Netherlands . · 1 11 1 15 1 14 

Total · . · . · 17 201 21 261 21 252 

Average Catch Per Catcher Vessel Per Day, 1958 / 59-1962 /63 

Country 
1962/63 I 1961162 

Japan . · 0.70 0.69 
Norway . 0.42 0.45 
U. S. S. R. · 0.34 0.42 
United Kingdom 0.48 0.42 
Netherlands · 0.36 0.35 

Average catch, all countries 0.50 0.51 

The similarity between the average catch 
rate per unit of effort during the last two sea­
sons may give a deceptive picture of present 
whale stocks. With the reduction in operating 
fleets, it would be reasonable to assume that 
the least efficient units were eliminated. Un­
der equal conditions, such a reduction in 
catcher vessels ought to have resulted in a 
somewhat larger average catch per day 1s ef­
fort. But this did not occur, and steadily de­
clining catch rates are sharply evident when 
c omparisons are made with earlier seasons. 

The 1962/63 Antarctic season opened on 
December 12, 1962, for fin and sei whales, 
a nd on February 1, 1963, for blue whales. 
Humpback whales were completely protected 
i n certain areas, and in the other areas they 
c ould be taken only during a very limited pe­
r iod in late January. Whaling operations 

ere completed on April 7, 1963. During the 
1962/63 Antarctic season, the average hunt­
ing period for participating vessels was 111 
days. (Norwegian Whaling Gazette, April 
1963.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, June 1963 p. 85, Sept. 

1962 p. 59. 

Australia 

MARINE BIOLOGIST WARNS OF DECLINE 
IN SPINY LOBSTER RESOURCE: 

A Perth, Australia, marine biologist, who 
has been studying the spiny lobster fishery 

Season 
I 1960 / 61 I 1959 / 60 I 19581S~ 

(Blue-Whale Units) • . . . . 
0.86 1.06 0.99 
0.64 0.64 0.92 
0.57 0.87 0 . 97 
0.66 0.60 0.73 
0.56 0.65 1.17 
0.69 0.73 0.95 

since 1944, has warned of depletion in his r e­
cently published book, "The Western Austra­
lian Crayfishery, 1944-61." The study fol­
lows the growth of the industry from the initial 
catch of 600,000 pounds to one of 19 million 
pounds in 1961. 

At the beginning of the spiny lobster fishery, 
only the shallow-water reefs close to shore 
were fished. Now, powerful vessels fish the 
offshore reefs, where the risks and the costs 
are big, but the catch is often small. 

The statistical tables in the book show that 
in the easily fished reefs, the spiny lobsters 
have declined, and there are more fishermen 
hunting for them. 

The biologist points out that the market 
for spiny lobster is a luxury market and that 
good prices have been paid. He says that this 
has offs et the high costs and wasteful compe­
tition between all the vessels. 

There is no guarantee that prices will stay 
high; he considers they will fall . The pres ent 
annual export of frozen spiny lobster tails is 
about 6 million pounds. He estimates that, in 
a few years, the market will shrink to three­
quarters or half that figure. 

People will be driven out of the industry. 
In other fisheries, experience has shown that 
others are always prepared to take their place, 
and live at lower standards. He feels that 
wise management is helping to offset this tend­
ency. 
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The biologist considers that the Govern­
ment can get nowhere without the support of 
the fishermen and says that there are laws 
designed to conserve spiny lobster stocks, 
but they are hard to enforce. 

Fishermen need to understand and obey 
them voluntarily, for their own good, he 
states. He added, there can be no security 
while the immature spiny lobsters are being 
killed. 

He says he would like to see bigger es­
cape gaps in the lobster pots, which would 
let all the small spiny lobsters escape before 
the pots are pulled up. Big escape gaps have 
been made compulsory in parts of Europe, he 
says, and these should be tested commercially 
in Australia. 

The inner Abrolhos waters are already 
overfished, and so are the shallow reefs near 
Fremantle and Geraldton. But north of Ge­
raldton, about 20 miles from shore, the spiny 
lobsters are still abundant. (Fish Trades Re-
view, April 1963.) -- . -

****,,~ 

DEVELOPMENT OF A DEEP-WATER 
TUNA FISHERY BEING STUDIED: 

An Australian team of experts will investi­
gate the possibility of developing deep-water 
tuna fishing in waters near Australia, the 
Minister for Primary Industry, announced in 
May this year. 

The Minister states, IITuna are known to 
be present in large quantities off the Austra­
lian coast, but the types of vessel and gear 
required to catch them, and especially the 
costs of such operations, present problems. 

II The live bait and pole method used by 
Australian fishermen to catch tuna in the 
shallow waters close to the coast is not ap­
plicable to deep-water fishery . 

IIA team of experts will visit Japan, Ha­
waii, and Samoa to investigate the technical 
and economic aspects of introducing to Aus­
tralia the longline method of catching tuna. 

lIlt is expected that the investigations will 
take about three months and that the experts I 
report will indicate to the Government and to 
the fishing industry the prospects of success-

fully developing a deep -water tuna fishery on 
a commercial basis.11 (Pacific Islands Month­
lL June 1963.) 

WHALE OIL INDUSTRY TRENDS, 
FISCAL YEAR 1962/63: 

Australian whale oil production has fallen 
rapidly in the last two seasons and is expecte 
to drop even further in fiscal year 1963/64 
(July 1963-June 1964). Only two whaling sta­
tions (both on the west coast) are expected to 
operate this season. With the help of a re­
search grant from the Australian Government, 
an attempt is being made to improve the west 
coast operation by concentrating on sperm 
whale stocks. 

On the Australian eastern seaboard, where 
humpback whales have been very scarce, the 
whaling stations at Byron Bay, Tangalooma, 
and Norfolk Island have been shut down and 
their assets have been offered for sale. 

Declining production is expected to sharply 
reduce Australia's whale oil exports in fiscal 
year 1963/1964, while whale oil imports should 
show a moderate increase. New Zealand has 

Australian Supply and Distribution of Whale Oil, 
Fiscal Years 1959/60 Through 1962/63 

1/1962/63 1961/62 1960/61 1959/60 
••••. (1,000 Lbs.) • • .... 

~: 
Opening stocks.!.! 4,849 4,354 6, 142 11,391 
Productio~/. • • . 11,581 24,893 29,261 33,297 
Imports . . . . . . . 2500 1 678 1 280 754 

Total supply . 18 920 30 925 36 683 45 442 
Distribution: 

Exports ....... 8,500 17,576 21,255 28,265 
Domestic consumption: 

Margarine and shortening 8,000 8,000 10,274 10,235 
Other uses!! • . • 500 500 800 800 

Closing stocks 1 / ..... 1,920 4,849 4,354 6, 142 
Total distribution. . • 18. 920 30 925 36 6153 45 442 

l /Estimated. 
~/Includes production on Norfolk Island. 
Note: Official data in Imperial gallons, converted to pounds with 

the factor 9.25. 

been Australia 's leading supplier of imported 
whale 011. (Umted States Embassy, Canberra, 
May 8, 1963.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, May 1963 p. 58, Octo-

ber 1962 p. 47. --



August 1963 COMMERCIA L FISHERIES REVIEW 81 

Brazil 

COMMITTEE TO STUDY ADHERENCE 
TO GENEVA CONVENTION 
ON LAW OF THE SEA: 
- On June 11, 1963, the Brazilian Foreign 
. ffice announced that (pursuant to Decree No. 
2.052 of May 24, 1963), a Commission w ith a 
andate of six months has been formed t o 

;tudy and to make recommendations as to 
3razil ' s " eventual ac;lhes ion" to the 1958 G en ­
!va Conventions on the Law of the Sea , T he 
: ommission is composed of a chairman, 10 
nembers, and a secretary . (United Sta t e s 
"mbassy, Rio de Janeiro, June 14, 1 963 .) 

Canada 

BRITISH COLUMBIA FISHING INDUSTRY 
SPOKESMEN OBJECT TO NORTH P ACIFIC 
FISHERIES TREATY REVISION: 

Spokesmen for the British Columbia fi s h ­
ing industry are reported as having state d 
that acceptance of the new North Pacific 
Ocean fishing regulations proposed b y J apan 
would be a disaster for Canada. The press 
report adds that the spokesmen said Canada 
a nd the United States should do their utmost 
t o keep Japanese fishermen out of the east­
e rn Pacific. 

One of the spokesmen was i d e ntified a s 
~ he Secretary-Manager of the F isherie s As­
Oociation of British Columbia who reported -
1 y said, "If the Japanese were able t o fish for 
; lmon on the high s eas it would be dis as -

ous for Canada I s Pacific fishing industry . 
fl e will just have to hope that Canada and t he 

l.., nited States can keep the ab stention prin­
C'iple in the treaty itself." 

The leader of the Fisherme n's Union re ­
p ortedly made the follo wing sta tement to the 
p ress: "The Japanese draft shows Japan is 
(~ut to seize all Canada's fi s her y res ources. 
T he Fisheries Minister s hou ld te ll t he Japa­
nese that, treaty or no treaty, any a ction as 
t hey have announced will b e considered as 
contrary to the interests of Canada a nd will 
b e dealt with accordingly . Canada s hould set 
f orth a minimum proposal for a four-nation 
treaty, including Russia, banning all mid ­
o cean fishing. " 

* * * * * 

F ISHERY SCHOLARSHIP A ARDED: 
T he Fisheries Research Board of Canada 

has awarded 11 s c holarships for 1963/64 to 
gr aduat e students in various fi Ids of marIn 
biology a nd oc eanography . The scholarships, 
valu ed a t $2,400 each, are award d annually 
t hrough c ompetition based on scholastic abIl­
ity . (Infor m a tion Service, Canadian Depart­
ment of Fisher ies, Ottawa, June 3, 1963 . ) 

~~**** 

GREAT L AKES INSTIT TE 
RESEARC H PRO GRAM FOR 1963; 

In 1 960, t he Gr eat Lakes Institute was s­
t ablished in t he University of Toronto . Th 
Institute was charged with the responsibihty 
of enc ouraging research on the Great Lakes, 
a nd supplying research facilities for graduate 
student s in limnology and oceanography . 

An important aid to the Institute's studies 
is the use of the research vessel Porte Dau­
phine' which is operated by the Canadian De­
partment of Transport . A number of launch­
es and small boats provide support for s maH­
er field studies . Cooperating universities, th 
Ontario Wat er Resources Commission, and 
t he Ontario Department of Lands and Forests 
also make laboratories and facilities avail­
able to Great Lakes Institute personnel. 

A major part of the Institute1s 1963 pro­
gram consists of general purpose lak wide 
surveys of Lake Erie and Lake Huron. At 
approximately one-month intervals, about 60 
stations are occupied in each lake to collect 
physical and chemical data, meteorological 
data, zooplankton samples, and bot tom 
samples for bottom fauna and geological 
studies . 

Water temperature data and meteorologI­
cal data are being combined in studIes of th 
energy budgets of the lakes, ice formation, 
and the influence of the lakes upon weath r. 

A magnetometer survey is being conduct d 
in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron. S I mlC 
(sparker) surveys are planned for parts of 
Lake Erie in conjunction with g OIOglC st d­
ies of the bottom sediments in that ake. Th 
Institute is also supporting studies of dIffUSIOn 
in water by dye techniques in w st rn Lak 
Erie. 

Special physical, met orolo lcal, and bIO­
logIcal studies are being carrIed on concur-
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rently at Douglas Point in Lake Huron at the 
site of an atomic reactor power plant. Anoth­
er project is concerned with the development 
of suitable shallow- water and deep-water tow­
ers for us e in the continuous recording of 
meteorological and limnological data out in 
the open waters of the Great Lakes. The in­
strumentation for the towers is also under 
test. 

The University of Toronto maintains an 
office to process and record the Institute1s 
research data which is later published in an­
nual reports. (Newsletter , National Oceano­
graphic Data Center, May 31, 1963.) 

JOINT LAKE ERIE RESEARCH PROJECT 
WITH UNITED STATES PROPOSED: 

The Canadian Department of External M ­
fairs has proposed a joint Canadian-United 
States project for study of Lake Erie on a 
broad scientific basis, to be carried out dur ­
ing 1963 and 1964. Approval by the Canadian 
Government of this project is probable. 
(United States Embassy, Ottawa, June 4, 
1963.) 

1962 PACK OF PINK SALMON 
CAUSES MARKETING PROBLEMS: 

The very large pack of British Columbia 
canned pink salmon in 1962 , despite some­
what improved market prospects due both to 
the devaluation of the Canadian dollar and to 
the lower prices, presented the canners with 
a major marketing problem. 

The over-all result of the good 1962 pack 
was that by the end of April 1963, only 648, 564 
cases of pink salmon had been sold, leaving 
an inventory of 612,375 cases . In terms of 
past experience, it was believed t hat at the 
end of the marketing year, June 30, 1963, 
Canadian canners would have about 450 , 000 
to 525,000 cases of pinks still unsold. 

The price of canned pink salmon has been 
lowered steadily in order to meet the Japanese 
and United States competition, and to sell as 
many cases as possible. In August 1962, due to 
the fact that the companies were paying higher 
prices for pinks and had recently granted 
wage increases to both shoreworkers and 
tendermen, the export prices were set at 

C$27.50 for halves (8-oz . 96 cans/cs.), and 
$26.00 for talls (16-oz . 48 cans/cs.), a mod­
erate increas e over 1961. By the end of Au­
gust 1962 , it was clear that the Canadian and 
United States packs would be very large, and 
prices were reduced immediately to $26.00 
and $24.00 for halves and talls, respectively. 
In October 1962 , in order to stimulate greater 
sales in the United Kingdom, a promotional 
allowance of 60 cents per case was offered on 
minimum purchases of 2, 500 cases. 

In April 1963, in an effort to achieve an in­
creased distribution of Canadian pink talls in 
the British market, a special price of $22 .00, 
less a promotional allowance of $1.50 a case, 
was set. The effect of this price reduction of 
$3.50 per case is an anticipated sale of at 
least 25,000 cases of this size in the United 
Kingdom, traditionally a half-pound and quar ­
ter -pound market . 

The Japanese who had a carryover of a ­
bout 200,000 cases (98 cans/ cs.) of pink halves 
from the 1962 pack reduced their price in May 
1963 by $2.00 per case to export markets. In 
an endeavor to meet this competition, Canadi­
an packers further reduced their price on pink 
halves by $2 .50 per case . 

In summary, in August 1 962, the initial ex ­
port prices were set at $2 7.50 for halves , and 
$26.00 for talIs, slightly higher than in 196 1. 
Since then, in an effort to promote and increase 
the market for pinks, the prices were gradual­
ly reduced to the May 1963 prices of $23 . 50 for 
halves and $20 .50 for talls. 

In the Canadian market, too, the price of 
pinks has been reduced over the year in order 
to move the large stocks which remained un­
sold, and on which the storage costs were 
heavy. 

It can be said, therefore , that in the export 
and domestic markets, the canners have been 
realistic in their efforts to promote sales. In 
addition, Canadian representatives traveled to 
all the Common Market countries , to the Unit­
ed Kingdom, as well as to both Aus tralia and 
New Zealand. 

In addition to the large carryover of pinks, 
there will likely be about 70,000 cases of sock ­
eye which remain unsold from the 1962 season, 
and the carryover of coho will be in the vicin­
ity of 100, 000 cases. (Fisheries Association 
of B. C., May 1963.) 
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MARKET FOR FISHERY PRODUCTS 
IN UNITED KINGDOM, 1961 - 6 2: 

Landings of fishery products in the United 
Kingdom rank slightly below Canada and con­
·titute only one-quarter of one percent of the 
~ross national product. The industry employ s 

H great many people, howeve r , and adds much 
to the British diet. Per capita consumption 
of fish exceeds 18 pounds a y ear. 

Annual landings of fresh and fro z en fi sh 
total about 850 , 000 long tons , 15 p e rcent of 
which is supplied by other countries. Nearly 
half of the foreign landings are made direct-
1y by fishing vessels. 

Nearly 85 percent of the fish landed in 
Britain is still eaten fresh and the short dis­
tances from the ports to the main consump­
tion areas make it possible for deliveries t o 
be made within 24 hours. Because of r e stric ­
tions on some traditional fishing grounds, 
British trawlers now have to make longer 
voyages. There are improved methods of 
freezing a larger portion of the catch at s e a , 
but the installation of these facilities will 
necessarily take some time. Meanwhile 
housewives are beginning to realiz e that fish 
frozen on the day it is caught is a better 
buy, even though it may have trave led hun­
dreds of miles after free zing. This has l e d 
to larger imports of frozen fi s h fr om Ic e ­
land, Norway, and a numbe r of othe r c oun­
tries , including Canada. 

The production of quick - froz en fish has 
increased sharply in recent y ears and an 
II official estimate puts the 1962 figure for 
fr ozen fish sticks at 44 million pounds. 
T here are 30 brands of frozen fish pack s 
p oduced in Britain, using 15 types of fis h in 
" rious forms as well as she llfish special­
ties. The siz es range from t hree ou nces for 
Eim oked salmon to 16 ounces fo r fi lle t s of 
cod, haddock, plaice, and lemon sole, but the 
m ajority of fish products are pu t up in 8 -
Ounce and 14-ounce packs . In a ddition , c od 
a nd haddock, the most popular vari eties, are 
m arketed in 7-ounce and 12 - ounce packs, 
s kinless and boneless cod i n 6 - ounc e, and 
s kinless cod in 7t -ounc e a nd 13-ounc e packs. 

Britain's exports of fish a nd fish prepara­
tions increased in value from C $18 . 9 million 
in 1961 to $21 million in 1 962. They are far 
outweighed by imports , which ros e from 
C $128.4 million to $180.6 m i llion over the 

same period. Japan was the princ ipal supplier 
of 1 962 imports with s hipment s valued at $80.7 
million, follow ed by Norway ($21 million) and 
Denmark ($14.7 million). Canada, with $13 .8 
million, ranked fourth and i n c reased its sales 
by $3 .6 million ove r the previous year . 

Out of total fisheries import s of C$180 .6 
m i llion , canne d salmon accounted for $90 mil­
lion, a lmost double the 196 1 figure . The quan­
tity r os e fr om 47 m illion pounds t o 93 .2 mil ­
lion pound3, and Japa n was responsible for 
n ea r ly four-fifths of t he t rade in bot h years . 
The t ab le giv es the value of import s from the 
m a in supplie rs in 1 957 (the last full year in 
which c a nned salmon was under import quota ) 
and in t he l a st two years . 

Imports of Canned Salmon into Britain 

Origin 1962 1961 1957 
(C$'OOO) . 

Canada . . 10,050 6,684 8,028 
Japan . . .. 71,184 33,438 13,851 
United States 5,151 4,101 3,891 
U . S. S. R . 3,555 1,434 7,236 
Others 120 174 240 

Total . 90 060 45 831 33 246 

British import s t atistics do not list the 
various spec ies of salmon separately, but t he 
latest available information on Canadian ex­
port s shows t hat, although shipments of can­
ned chum salmon were made a t approximate­
ly the same rate as in 1961, the amount of 
cohoe increased by 50 percent . The demand 
for pinks rose throughout 1962 and the 1961 
figure was exceeded in the first six months. 
The efforts of Canadian exporters t o dispose 
of the record pack of pinks resulted in in­
creased shipments during the later months 
and by the end of November the t otal was three 
times the 1961 figure. The demand for sock­
eye, Canadian shipments of which exceeded all 
other varieties combined in 1961, could not be 
satisfied in 1962 because of the small pack 
and Canadian sales fell by 30 percent. 

There has been a growing trend in recent 
years to market canned salmon in Britain un­
der the importer's label and consequently on­
ly a small proportion of Canadian shipments 
appears on the shelves with the packer's own 
label. 

With the rising standard of living in Brit­
ain, there is a continuing demand for canned 
lobster, and imports from Canada in 1962 a­
mounted to over $500,000, double the 1961 fig­
ure. In 1961, the demand for Canadian can­
ned sild (sardines) could not be met because 
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of the poor season, but in 1962 the supply 
position improved considerably and this en­
abled Canadian exporters to double their 
shipments. A small amount of business was 
done in other Canadian canned products, in­
cluding kipper snacks and lobster paste. 

Britain's imports of chilled or frozen fish 
totaled nearly 35,000 long tons in 1961; two­
thirds was in the form of fillets. Canada's 
share of the total was more than 3,800 tons 
valued at C$3 million and was made up of 
1,800 tons of fillets (principally cod but in­
cluding some haddock), 800 tons of whole or 
dressed salmon, and 1,200 tons of other forms 
(mainly cod blocks). Norway and Iceland are 
the principal suppliers of frozen cod and 
haddock fillets, with Denmark supplying the 
bulk of the plaice. Imports of all fillets from 
these and other European countries rose in 
1962 but imports from Canada fell consider­
ably, partly because the prices obtainable in 
the United States were higher. 

Imports of frozen salmon in 1961 totaled 
2,800 tons, 800 of which came from Canada, 
1,000 from Japan, 750 from Norway, and 100 
each from the United States and Poland. 
There was a record run of salmon in Scot­
land and Ireland in 1962 and at one stage it 
looked as if the proportion being sent for 
freezing would seriously curtail imports. 
The 1962 import figures are incomplete but 
it is clear that, although imports of Atlantic 
salmon from Canada and Norway were small­
er, imports of Pacific salmon increased and 
the total of all types imported from Canada 
was greater than in 1961. 

About 40 percent of the frozen salmon 
imported into Britain, including nearly all 
weighing 6 pounds or more, goes into the 
production of smoked salmon. Although there 
is some preference for Japanese chum over 
the Canadian on the grounds of greater uni­
formity of color, the smoking trade in Brit­
ain considers that Canadian troll-caught co­
hoe or silver salmon is more suitable than 
Japanese chum because of uniformity of size, 
quality, and color as well as more attractive 
prices. In 1962, Canadian exporters took ad­
vantage of this preference for their cohoe by 
trebling shipments over the 1961 figure. 

British importers are equally interested 
in buying frozen halibut from Canada but 
they were not prepared to pay the high prices 
in 1962 and the bulk of their purchases were 

made in Japan. Frozen lobster meat from 
Canada is also in demand in Britain but the 
available supplies did not permit an increase 
in exports in 1962. 

The outlook for Canadian canned and fro­
zen fish in the British market appears gener ­
ally encouraging. Shipments of frozen fillets 
may fluctuate with the supply on both sides of 
the Atlantic, but there is a growing demand 
for specialty items , including shrimp, cod roe, 
eels , and live lobsters. (Foreign Trade, a 
Canadian Government periodical, March 9, 
1 963 .) 
Note: British pounds converted to Canadian dollars at rate of 11 

equals C$3.00. 

*~<*** 
BRITISH COLUMBIA WHALING COMPANY 
HOPES FOR BETTER SEASON IN 1963: 

Five vessels of a British Columbia whal ­
ing company left to hunt whales in late April 
this year, confident of a better season than 
they had in 1962. 

At west coast Canadian whaling station skilled workers use flens ­
ing knives to strip off blubber. Giant calipers are used to 
measure whale. 

Two factors gave them some hope that 
1963 will prove a better year. The weather 
was poor last year and there are prospects 
of some improvement. The other encourag­
ing factor is the acquisition of two new and 
faster catcher vessels. These, according to 
an official of the firm, are capable of almost 
five knots more than the previous vessels 
and speed is essential in capturing the whales 
and making a quick delivery to the company's 
station at Coal Harbor for processing. 

The sixth vessel of the 1963 fleet was due 
to join the fleet later in the season. 
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According to the general manager of the 
firm, there will be no change in the plan of 
operation this year. The agreement with the 
fishermen's union with respect to wages and 
benefits remains practically unchanged from 
1962. The only significant change, according 
to Union officials, was a reduction of C$6.00 
in board charges. However, the contract 
comes up for revision before any whaling op­
eration gets under way in 1964. (Canadian 
Fisherman, June 1963.) 

Caroline Islands • 
u. S. FIRM TO ESTABLISH A TUNA 
FREEZING AND FISHING PROJECT: 

A west coast United States firm is to es­
tablish a commercial fisheries project at 
Koror, Palau, in the Caroline Islands Group 
of the United States Trust Territory of the 
Pacific. 

A contract between the Trust Territory 
Government and the United States firm calls 
for the establishment of extensive fishing op­
erations, a plant for freezing tuna, and the 
training of Micronesians both ashore and 
afloat. Fish frozen at Koror will probably 
be exported to the United States firm's can­
neries els ewhere. 

An official press release says: liThe open­
i ng of Palau to commercial fishing marks the 
first major step towards large-scale develop­
ment of the most important natural resource 

f the Trust Territory, and is expected to 
l ead to similar enterprises in other districts 

f the Territory, thus stimulating the local 
e conomy through increased employment and 

higher level of income." (Pacific Islands 
Monthly, May.1 963. ) 

Chile 

1" li'~.'··"' ~. . 
iJl 

PLANS TO TIGHTEN CONTROL OVER 
FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL LICENSES: 

Provisions designating the Chilean Minis­
try of Agriculture as the sole authorizing 
agency for foreign fishing vessel permits 
were contained in Decree No. 332 Signed by 
the President June 4, 1963, and sent to the 

Chilean Office of the Comptroller General for 
approval. These would permit foreign vessels 
(not working for national plants) to operate 
within Chile's declared 200-mile fishing limits. 
The permits had been available from the Chil­
ean Consul at the home port of foreign ves­
sels. Under the new Decree, requests for per­
mits may be forwarded through the Consul or 
sent directly to the Ministry of Agriculture by 
mail. 

Chile expects a substantial increase in its 
tuna fleet and feels that there must be more 
effective protection of its marine resources . 
Only two licenses were sold to United States 
vessels in 1962. The general thinking along 
the northern coast of Chile is that foreign 
fishing fleets are taking fish which eventual­
ly would be caught by Chilean fishermen. 
(United States Embassy, Santiago, June 29, 
1963. ) 

Denmark 

B ALTIC FISHERMEN REPORT 
SOVIET INTERFERENCE: 

During the last week in May 1963, Danish newspapers car­
ried reports of Danish fishing vessels being forced from fish­
ing grounds in the southeastern portion of the Baltic Sea near 
Poland by Soviet warships because naval exercises were to 
be held in the area. The first report stated a number of 
cutters from Bornholm, Danish island in the Baltic south of 
Sweden, were forced to depart i n haste, leaving their gear in 
the sea. One cutter was reported to have been taken to a Pol­
ish harbor . Another vessel left 3,000 cod hooks in the water. 
The skipper was informed he could pick them up again in 
three days. A salmon cutter left long - lines with about 10,000 
hooks. A few cutters were permitted to haul their gear be­
fore being sent out of the exercise area which reached 21 
nautical miles out from the coast. 

A second report stated that warning shots were fired 
after Danish trawler skippers ignored three Soviet requests 
to leave. The trawlers then departed fr om the area, leaving 
their gear. Danish naval authorities on Bornholm had not 
heard of shots being fired. 
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A third repor t stated that the cutter Ta l one had r e ­
t urne d t o Bornh olm on May 2 7 a fte r be ing forced from the 
a r e a by Sovie t wa r s hips . It repor te d th a t on May 23 a 
Rus s ian vesse l made clear to the Da nis h vessel s that they 
s h ould depart. Since the latter we r e 10 interna ti ona l waters 
th ey did not move . Shortly afterwards , th e Russ i a n vessel 
fi r ed at the cutter , presumably tracer bullets . One hit the 
fo r ward rail of the vessel but did no damage . A larger Rus ­
s i an warship then approached the cutter i n such a manner 
that it was forced to sail away . The cu tte r had its sal mon 
l ong-lines out but had started to haul bac k whe n the Soviet 
vessel appeared, so it left 2, 400 hooks in the water . 

Swedish vessels were reported to have had s imilar diffi ­
culties . The Swedish coastal fishermen's central associa ­
tion had complained to the Foreign Ministry, requesting 
that a protest be made to the Soviet Union. The Bornholm 
Fisheries Association had not yet recei ve d a complaint 
from the damaged fishermen but doubted the possibility of 
favorable action . The Chairman said that complaints had 
been made before through the main association and the 
Foreign Ministry but nothing had resulted . Since l osses 
were greater this time , perhaps a complaint would be 
made. 

The fourth report was based on the expenences of two 
cutters which returned to the Da nish port of Lemvlg 10 

Jutland on May 29. The Karen Bodi! (34 tons) and the 
Mette Kruse (31 tons) had set their salmon gill nets in 
the southeast part of the Baltic Sea when, early in the 
morning they were hailed by a Russian torpedo boat or 
speedboat which ordered them away from the area be ­
cause a fleet exercise was to be held . The skippers of the 
cutters stated they were 10 international waters since they 
were more than 12 nautical m iles from the coast and ex ­
plained to the Russians that , at least, they must have time 
enough to haul the i r gear . The Russian captain, who had 
boarded the Karen Bodil, moved his watch hands to 
eight to indicate that the cutters must be out of the area by 
then. They were ordered to sail 24 nautical miles farther 
to the west. Before the crew had fimshed hauling the gear, 
the Russian vessel returned and said the cutters must de ­
part at once or it would tow them away . It maneuvered in 
such a way that it backed into the Karen Bodil and 
damaged the starboard side . The Russian vessel then 
took the cutter in tow in a reckless manner under full 
speed so that water came in over the cutter and the situa­
tion became dangerous. 

In the meantime, the Mette Kruse had haule d all its 
gear and also hauled the 70 gill nets which the Karen 
Bodil had been forced to leave . The Mette ~ also 
came in contact with one of the Russian vessel s--wIilch bumped 
H but did only minor damage . (Regional F isheries Attache 
for Europe, U.S . Embassy, Copenhagen. June 5, 1963 . ) 

DISTANT-WATER F ISHING 
TRIAL DISAPPOIN TING: 

In early 1963, a Danis h steel cutter of 95 
gross tons made a month -long trial trip to 
t he Barent s Sea with uns atisfactory results. 
The catc h of 44,0 00 pounds of plaice was sold 
in Gr imsby, England, for only US$2,900. No 
new lon g -distance trips were planned for the 
ves sel in the near future. Few Danish craft 
participate in distant-water fisheries since 
fishing in t he North Sea and other nearby wa­
ters yields bett er returns. (Regional Fish-

eries Attache, United States Embassy, Copen­
hagen, May 29, 1963.) 

FISHERMEN SEEK LOWER TAXES 
ON LANDINGS: 

The West Jutland Fisheries Association 
made a strong plea at its general meeting in 
Hirtshals for a lowering of Government land­
ing taxes in Danish fishing ports. Claiming 
that fishermen pay no landing tax to their 
Governments in Norway, Sweden, and West 
Germany, and a relatively low tax in England, 
a reduction to 1 percent of the catch's value 
was sought. The present landing tax is 2 per­
cent plus t perce nt for the auction hall. 

The Association supported its position by 
pointing out that the fishing industry in Den­
mark was not subsidized like agriculture, and 
it had not b enefited from wage increases giv­
e n othe r industrial activities. Furthermore, 
it was c l aimed that the fishermen should not 
pay for ha rbors to which their activities draw 
many othe r persons and provide numerous 
jobs. (Regional Fisheries Attache, United 
State s Embassy, Copenhagen, June 12, 1963.) 

F ffiHE RMEN SEEK SALMO 
O F F NORWAY: 

Twelve Danish salmon cutters fishing for 
s a lmon off the Lofoten Islands in northern 
Norway with gill nets have had very poor 
c atches despite the reports of good salmon 
f ishing which led them to test the area. The 
65 -foot cutters carry a crew of four and 300-
4 00 gill nets. They fish outside of Norway's 
12 -mile fisheries limit and , according to the 
latest newspaper reports, will not be given 
permission to land their catches in Norwe­
gian ports. (Regional Fisheries Attache, 
United States Embassy, Copenhagen, June 12, 
1 963.) 

LOWER PRODUCTION OF POND TROUT 
PREDICTED DUE TO SEVERE WINTER: 

Danish pond trout culture has suffered from 
the effects of a severe winter. It is difficult 
to estimate the loss, but the total trout output 
in 1963 may be down 10 to 20 percent from 
1962. The normal winter mortality was be ­
lieved to have increased about 20 percent be ­
cause it was difficult to feed trout in the fro-
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zen ponds for about 4 months. Trout egg 
production was also expected to drop about 
20 percent in 1963. However, about 40 mil­
lion trout eggs were exported to the United 
States during the spring of this year. 

Fresh-water rainbow trout pond at Br<,6ns, Denmark, about 45 
miles south of Esbjerg. Originally started by trout pond opera­
tors as a research station, it was later offered to the Danish 
Government for research. Now it is jointly operated by the 
Government and trout growers. Research is conducted to ob­
tain better growth by experiments in genetics--mating best 
growers. Dry food from the United States is fed to the young 
trout, but older trout get fresh fish from Esbjerg. 

Danish pond trout exports to the United 
States in the first quarter of 1963 totaled 
about 690,000 pounds, as compared with only 
about 390,000 pounds in the first quarter of 
1962. Total pond trout exports to all coun­
tries amounted to about 3,380,000 pounds in 
January-March 1963, only 10,000 pounds les s 
chan in the same period of 1962. 

About 100 tons of pond trout were killed 
early 1963 when an agricultural pesticide 

' ~ ontaminated the river supplying water to 
mmerous trout ponds in Jutland. Newspaper 
"eports estimated the total loss at about 
J S$435 ,000. (United States Embassy, Co­

.)enhagen, May 29, 1963.) 

Islands 

EGULA TIONS ON 12 - MILE 
FISHING LIMIT ISSUED: 

Regulations establishing a 12 -mile fish­
ing limit around the Faroe Islands, begin­
ning March 12, 1964, are given in Regulation 
No. 156 issued April 24, 1963, by Denmark 1s 
Foreign Ministry. Regulation No. 156 (print­
ed in Danish) lists the points between which 
the baseline is drawn and also includes a 

\ 
\ 

Shows baseline and 12 mile fishing limit around Faroe Islands. 

map showing the baseline and the 12 -mile 
limit. (Regional Fisheries Attache, Copen­
hagen, July 10, 1963.) 

DOMESTIC ACTIVITY STIMULATED BY 
THREA T OF BAN ON LANDINGS 
IN UNITED KINGDOM: 

Faroese representatives have asked the 
Danish Government for a loan of Kr. 4 mil­
lion (US$579,000) to expand a private fishery 
firm in Klaksvig. The company has fish can­
ning, drying, and filleting facilities , as well 
as a fleet of trawlers. Half of the loan would 
be used to improve the firm 1s fish-dry ing op­
eration and the balance would be used to ex ­
pand its filleting and canning activities. The 
possible loss of landing rights in the United 
Kingdom has led the Faroese to seek modern­
ization of their domestic facilities as rapidly 
as possible. The expiration of British fishing 
rights in the 6 - to 12 -mile zone around the 
Faroese Islands after March 12 , 1964, has 
stirred resentment in some segments of the 
British fishing industry. (Regional Fisheries 
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Attache, United States Embassy, Copenhagen, 
May 29, 1963.) 

French Guiana 

SHRIMP FIRM ESTABLISHED BY 
UNITED STATES INTERESTS EXPANDS: 

Shrimp: About 3 million pounds of shrimp is 
the 1963 production target set by the United 
States shrimp firm at St. Laurent, French Gui­
ana. For 1964, the firm hopes to pack and freeze 
5 million pounds. To accomplish these goals, 
the company is expanding its plant facilities 
located there. Thirty trawlers , 22 of which 

will be all new 68- and 72-footers , are ex­
pected to be working out of French Guiana 
bases by the end of this year. The fleet 
strength expected to be built up for 1964 is 
50 trawlers. The processing plant is lo­
cated about 8 hours from proven shrimping 
grounds off the coast of French Guiana, about 
21 miles from the coast. The St. Laurent 
firm started freezing shrimp in December 
1962, and already is being expanded. Freez­
ing capacity is being doubled to allow for 
freezing up to 60,000 pounds of headless 
shrimp (in 5-pound cartons) at one time. 

<0 0 

Ghana 

FISH MEAL AND CANNERY PLANTS 
INCLUDED IN CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT: 

The Government of Ghana has signed a 
US$40 million contract with a West German 
company for the construction of a six-factory 

complex in Tema. Included are a fish meal 
plant and a fish cannery. Ghana will pay for 
the complex on an installment basis after op­
erations begin. (United States Embassy, Ac­
cra, May 2, 1963.) 

Greenland 

I 
FISHING LIMITS LAW MODIFIED TO 
CONSIDER HISTORIC FISHING RIGHTS: 

I 

On May 21, 1963, the Danish Government 
announced that the extension of Greenland 1s 
fisheries limits from 3 to 12 miles would be­
come effective on June 1, 1963. Two modifi-
cations of earlier proposals were made. The 
7 countries with historic fishing rights off 
Greenland - - France, Iceland, Norway, Portu­
gal, Spain, the United Kingdom, and West Ger ' 
many--will be permitted to fish in the 6- to 
12-mile zone until May 31, 1973, rather than 
only until October 31, 1970. Line fishermen 
may fish up to the 3 -mile line until October 
31, 1963. In connection with its approval of 
the new fisheries limits, the Greenland Na­
tional Council asked that scientific fishery 
investigations be intensified in order that 
early measures might be taken if overfishing 
was indicated. 
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German trawlers and Portuguese 
fishermen w1ll benefit most from the s 

ccmc as10ns. A Government delegabon from 
at Germany had stressed the need for at 

1 t 10 years to recoup the investment in 
large trawlers constructed primarily for 
f'l8hing off Greenland. Denmark's large ex- Hong Kong 
ports of fish to West Germany may have in­
nuenced the extension of the exemption to 
10 years. Portugal's delegation pointed out 
the difficulties which would be encountered 
by their line fishermen who work from small 
ories carried by a large mothership. 

The regulations issued are: 

(1) Regulation Number 191, May 27, 1963, 
effective June I, 1963, establishing Green­
land's outer territorial sea as the area with­
in three nautical miles from a baseline drawn 
between the points listed in section 2. 

(2) Announcement Number 192, Ministry for 
Greenland, May 27, 1963, effective June I, 
1963, limiting fishing, hunting, and whaling 
in the waters within 12 nautical miles of the 
inner baseline. 

(3) Announcement Number 193, Ministry 
for Greenland, May 27, 1963, effective June 
I, 1963, permitting fishing vessels regis­
tered in Iceland, Norway, the United King­
dom, West Germany, France, Spain, and 
Portugal to fish up to six nautical mil s 
rom the inner baseline until May 31, 1973, 
nd to fish with long lines and hand lin s up 
o three nautical miles from the inner base­
ine until October 31,1963. (United Stat s 
mbassy, Copenhagen, May 29 and JulIO 
963,) 

Iceland 
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Statistical Bureau of Iceland t s Statistical 
Bulletin, May 1963. Exports of fish meal 
and herring oil showed a considerable de­
crease in the first 3 months of 1963. 

F1SHERY LANDINGS BY PRINCIPAL SPECIES JANUARY 1963 • : 

Species January 

1963 1962 
• (Metric Tons) • 

Cod ••• · · . 9,546 10, 144 
!Haddock. . · · 7,545 4,925 
Saithe . · . · · 843 619 
Ling · · · 1,098 901 
Wolffish (catfish) · 251 190 
Cusk. . · · 1, 387 583 
Ocean perch • . · 511 384 
rblibut ••• · · · 124 105 
~erring ••• · 48, 176 18,222 
Shrimp · · 73 37 
Other . · · 328 256 

Total . · · · 69 882 36 366 
Note: Except for herring which are landed round, all fish are 

drawn weiGht. 

* * * * * 
FISHERY LANDINGS BY PRINCIPAL SPECIES, 
JANUARY FEBRUARY 1963--

Species 
January-February 

1963 1962 

. (Metric Tons) • 
Cod . . 23,773 30,554 
Haddock. · · 12,265 11,341 
Saithe · 1,410 2, 126 
Ling · 2,185 2,689 
Wolffish (catfish) · 948 1,051 
Cusk · 3,030 1,753 
Ocean perch • · · 1,668 1,000 
Halibut 235 315 
Herring 61,818 23,476 
Shrimp . 131 127 
Other · 594 763 

Total · ...... 108 057 75 195 
Note: Except for herring which are landed round, all fish are 

drawn weight. 

~,**** 

UTILIZATION OF FISHERY LANDINGS . JANUARY 1963: 

Species January 
1963 I 1962 

• (Metric Tons) • 
~.!.I for: 

Oil and meal • 31,220 10,195 
Freezing.. • 8,406 2,827 
Salting 4,396 1,721 
Fresh on ice • • 4 154 3 480 

Grouniliish2/ifu~r~:~~~~~-+~~~----~-----2~~ 

Fresh on ice ~. • • • 
Freezing and filleting 
Salting .•••••••• 
Stockfish (dried unsalted) 
Home consumption ••. 
Oil and meal . . . • • • 
~for: 

Freezing •• 
Canninq ••.•. • 

Total production 
l/Whole fish. 

3,832 
10,604 

3,107 
2,502 
1,365 

223 

64 
9 

69,882 
2 /Drawn fish . 

4, 103 
8,584 
2,954 
1,381 

964 
121 

32 
4 

36,366 

UTILIZA TION OF F1SHERY LANDINGS, 
lANUARY -FEBRUARY 1963: 

Species 
January -F e bruary 

1963 1962 

~.!.I for: 
. . . . (Metric Tons) •••. 

Oil and meal · . 43,720 10,552 
Freezing ••• 8,697 6,043 
Salting . 4,497 1,721 
Fresh on ice •• 4,904 5,092 
Canninq ~ .•• - 69 

Grounilii~/ for : 
Fresh on ice~. • .• 7,178 8,790 
Freezing and filleting · 23,493 23,927 
Salting ....... · . 7,341 12,307 
Stockfish (dried unsalted) · 5,333 4,096 
Home consumption 2,350 2,133 
Oil and meal .... · 413 :nR 
~for: 

Freezing ...... 113 121 
Canninq ...... . 18 6 

Total production. · 108 057 75 195 
l/Whole fish. 
2/Drawn fish. 

* * * * * 
NEW FREEZER TRAWLER LANDS IN ENGLAND: 

The new Icelandic freezer side trawler 
sailed on her first voyage on May 11 , 1963 , 
and after a three -day shakedown cruise near 
Iceland sailed for Greenland. The new ves-
sel , which is equipped for side-trawling, re-

a r turned to ReykJavIk on June 16 fte about 
25 days on the fishing grounds. After disem­
barking half her crew, she sailed fo r Grims­
by, England, where she arrived on June 20. 
Unloading commenced soon after her arrival 
and was completed on June 22. 

The total quantity of fish landed was 302 
tons, all headed except for a few halibut, 
ocean perch, and dogfish. The fish were 
mostly medium -size cod, but there were 
some haddock also. The average daily catch 
on the fishing grounds was about 16 tons a 
day and the freezing rate 12 tons a day. 

A total of 5,820 fishblocks also was landed. 
The appearance of the blocks was excellent 
and was considered better than those landed 
from the British freezer-trawler Lord Nelson 
and other vessels, presumably partly due to 
the improvements in the design of the freezer 
which ensures better contact between the 
plates and the fish. Great care had been taken 
in washing and bleeding before freezing, which 
also contributed to the excellent appearance. 
(Note from J. & E. Hall, Ltd. , Dartford, Kent , 
England, June 28, 1963.) 
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Indonesia 

CANNED FISH MARKET LIMITED: 
The market for imported canned fish in 

[ndonesia is limited due primarily to re­
strictions on the use of scarce foreign ex­
c: hange for such products. Imports of can-
.ed fish in 1960 and during the first nine 
nonths of 1961 consisted of about 90 percent 

Indonesian Imports of Canned Salmon and Sardines, 
1960 and January-September 1961 

Quantity Value 
Product and 

!ountry of Origin Jan. -Sept. 
1961 

Year 
1960 

Jan. -Sept. Year 
1961 1960 

canned Salmon: 
Japan -.-.-. -•• 
United States 
Other ••••• 

Total •.•• 
anned Sardines: 
Japan .•••• 
United States • 
United Kingdom 
Netherlands 
Portugal. 
Norway 
Singapore 
Other •• 

Total 

• (Metric Tons) •• 

1 
2 

3 

498 
2 
5 
7 
2 
9 

523 

5 
1 
2 
8 

947 

14 
64 

1 

60 
3 

1 089 

(US$l,OOO) •• 

2 
2 

4 

125 
1 
2 
3 
1 
6 

138 

7 
2 
2 

11 

232 

3 
17 

1 

13 
1 

267 

Japanese canned sardines (believed to b e 
mostly low-value canned saury). Small quan­
tit ies of canned sardines and salmon were 
lInported from the United States in both 1 960 
a. nd during the first nine months of 1961 . 
!United States Embassy, Djakarta, June 10 , 
t 963.) 

J pan 

(' l\NNED TUNA IN BRINE SALES 
UNITED STATES: 

The Japan Export Canned Tuna Packers 
sociation held a directors' meeting June 

5 , 1963 , to discuss the sixth sale of canned 
u na in brine for export to the United States 
nd to review production plans. The Asso ­
iation directors voted to offer for sale a to ­

cil l of 130 , 000 cases of canned tuna in b rine 
but did not specify the amount of each ki nd of 
pack (white meat or light meat) to be sold . 
T'hey also decided to hold export prices at 
Ihe same level as the fifth sale, i.e. , $10.5 0 a 
case for canned white meat tuna and $7.65 a cas e 
for canned lipht meat tuna both prices Lo.b. Ja­
pan, for No. "2 (7 -oz.) 48' s. Sales of canned tuna 
in brine up to and including the fifth sale totaled 
, 180,000 cases (690,000 cases of white meat 

tuna and 490,000 cases of light meat tuna). 

Slicing cooked tuna loins for canning in a can· 
nery located in Hiroshima, Japan. 

Als o at that meeting the directors ap­
proved the proposal to increase production 
of ins titutional-size packs of canned white 
m eat tuna (in view of depressed sales of 
standard 7 -oz. packs) put up by the Shizuoka 
packers, who pack 75-80 percent of Japan's 
total canned tuna pack for export. The follow­
ing production ratio was adopted by the Asso­
ciation: 

Pack Size Production Ratio 

New I Old 

!white meat, No. ! (7 -oz.) 48's 
(Percent) •• .. 35 

I 
55 

!white meat, No . 1 (13-oz . ) 24's 30 20 
!white meat, 4-lb., 6's . . .. 35 25 

Reportedly, as a result of depressed ex­
port canned tuna sales and inventory buildup, 
Japanese tuna packers may soon run short of 
operating funds. To help finance their opera­
tions' they were reported in mid-June to be 
seeking a 1.5-billion-yen (US$4 167 000) loan 
from the government. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
June 18, 21, & 27; Suisan Tsushin, June 26 & 
27, 1963. ) 

PRICE FOR JUNE - JULY EXPORTS OF 
CANNED TUNA IN BRI E UNCHA 4 GED: 

A meeting of the Japan Canned Foods Ex­
porters Association was held on May 28, 1963 
to discuss the 5th sale of canned tuna in brine 
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for export to the United States. At this meet­
ing, the Association members agreed to offer 
for sale 130,000 cases of canned tuna in brine 
(80,000 cases of white meat tuna and 50,000 
cases of light meat tuna) for delivery during 
June and July 1963. Export prices were 
US$10.50 per case (7-oz. 48 cans/cs.) for 
white meat tuna and $7.65 per case (7 -oz. 48 
cans/cs.) for light meat tuna, f.o.b. Japan. 
Thes e prices were unchanged from the previ-
0us sale of 250,000 cases for May-June 1963 
delivery. (Nihon Suisan Shimbun, May 31, 
1963.) 

FROZEN TUNA SALES AGREEMENTS 
WITH U. S. CANNERS CONCLUDED: 

The United States import market for fro­
zen tuna was showing clear signs of improve­
ment in late June 1963, according to a Japa­
nese press report. Reportedly, in late June 
Japanese frozen tuna exporters concluded a 
number of sales agreements with United 
States tuna packers involving a total of about 
5, 000 short tons of albacore. Export prices 
were reported at $330 a short ton c. & f. Pa­
cific coast ($280 Lo.b. Japan), and $320 a 
short ton c. & L Puerto Rico. 

The price for tuna deliveries to Samoa in 
June was reported to be $295 a short ton for 
round albacore and $250 a short ton for 
gilled and gutted yellowfin. (Suisan Tsushin, 
July 1, 1963.) 

FROZEN TUNA EXPORTS TO 
UNITED STATES, APRIL-JUNE 1963: 

Data compiled by the Japan Frozen Tuna 
Producers Association on frozen tuna ap­
proved for export to the United States from 
Japan proper for April-June 1963 indicate 

Frozen Tuna Approved for Export to U. S. from Japan Proper, 
April-June 1962 and 1963 

Type April-June 
1963 1962 

•• (Short Tons) • 
Albacore: 

Round . . . . · 90 3,267 
Loin · . · 67 61 
Fillet a~dio; dr~s~edi, · . 4 0 

Yellowfin: 
Gilled and gutted . · 3,290 9,907 
Loin · . 278 1, 190 
Fillet · . 33 2,199 
Dressecti/· ... . . . · 0 371 

1/Gilled and gutted with head and tail removed. 

that exports during that period Wf're drastical ­
ly below similar 1962 xports. (Suisan Tsu-
shin, July 3, 1963.) -

EXPOR TS OF FROZEN TU A TO UNITED 
STATES LOWER IN JANUARY-MAY 1963: 

Exports uf fr'Jzen tuna t'J th I nlted States during the 
first five months "f 1963 via Japan amounted to 18,761 
short tons as compar'ed with 31 , 222 tons In th same period 
of 1962. The drop in direct fruzen tuna exports from Japan 
proper was partially compensated fIJr by an increase In ex ­
ports transshIpped from the AtlantIC Ocean tuna fishery . 
ExpIJrts from that IlIJurce to the I mted States rIJse 24.7 per­
cent, or from 15,3fl1 tons In January-May 1962 to 19,199 
ton6 thIS Janllary-l\lay. Over-all exports (Japan proper 
and transshipped AtlantI," -caught) of fruzen tuna to the 
Umted :states In January-l\1ay thIS year wer dow'1 18.6 per-
ent from th same perwd of 1962. 

11163 3,962 4,722 7,139 1,738 1,200 18,761 
1962 5,770 6,488 4,979 8,288 5,697 31 ,222 

4,343 4,284 4,808 3,827 1,937 19,1 99 
3,844 4,010 4,419 1,844 1,274 15,391 , 

21,569 
13,820 

Lower exp..>rts of fruzen tuna to the Umted States were 
partially c.ompensated for by an Increase of about 56.0 per ­
cent In exports to Europe (chIefly Italy) thIS January - , lay 
as compared WIth January-May 1962. (. 'ihon SUIsan Shim-
bun, May 29, 1963.) ------

* * * * * 
ATLANTIC-CAUGHT FROZE 
TU A PRICES, MID-JU E 1963: 

Export prices of Japanese Atlantic -caught 
frozen albacore to Italy in mid -June 1963 
were quoted at US$365-370 per metric ton, 
c. & f. Transshipments of Atlantic -caught al­
bacore to the United States were quoted at 
$285 per short ton, f.o .b. Trinidad, and $270-
$275 per short ton, f.o .b. Africa . 

A Japanese trading firm was reported to 
have concluded an agreement with Spain to de­
liver 450 short tons of Atlantic -caught alba­
core at $400 per ton, c. & L The same firm 
is also reported to have concluded an agree­
ment with Czechoslovakia for 200 short tons 
of skipjack tuna at $240 per ton, c. & f. The 
skipjack were caught by pole-and-line vesselS 
based at Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
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Italy was reported to be offering $200 per 
aort ton, c. & f., for skipjack. (Suisan Tsu-
~, June 17 and 19, 1963.) --

iCPORTERS REPORT SALE OF 
S.-CAUGHT FROZEN TUNA TO ITALY: 
According to a Japanese periodical, a Unit­

, States tuna packer is reported to have sold 
om 1,500 to 2,000 tons of United States­
,ught tuna to Italy. 

Japanese tuna industry members are fol­
wing this latest development closely for it 
ay possibly affect their sales of tuna to 

I~ly. They consider that this unusual develop­
ent, even though it may only be temporary, 
ints to the extreme seriousness of the can­

:ed tuna sales problem in the United States. 
Suisan Tsushin, June 10, 1963.) 

TALIAN MARKET FOR 
iTLANTIC-CAUGHT TUNA FIRM: 

The Italian frozen tuna market in early 
rune 1963 was reported to be quite firm 
iespite earlier forecasts of price weakening 
n that country. Export prices of Japanese 
~tlantic -caught yellowfin tuna delivered to 
::aly were quoted at US$380 -385 per short 
:on, c.i.f. Italy. A later shipment reportedly 
:o ld for $390 per short ton, c.i.f. Italy. 

The executive director of the Italian Pack­
Irs Association is said to have informed Jap­
lese frozen tuna exporters that Italianpack­

."s could absorb about 9,000 tons of Japa­
l~~ se tuna during July-September 1963, and 
t a t they may also purchase a similar quan­
'ty of frozen tuna during the October-Dec-
, her period. This has prompted many Jap­

i :lese packers to reconsider their earlier 
an of bringing' back to Japan excesS quan­

'ties of Atlantic -caught tuna. (Suisan Tsu­
in, June 6, 1963.) 

r RANSSHIPMENT OF FROZEN 
rUNA TO SPAIN AUTHORIZED: 

The Japanese Government is reported to 
~ave authorized frozen tuna exports (trans­
shipments) to Spain proper totaling 5,000 
short tons per year. The Government I s de­
c ision was made in an attempt to overcome 
the current sluggishness of frozen tuna ex-

ports to Europe and to the United States. Tuna 
transshipments to mainland Spain had long 
been sought by Japanese frozen tuna producers 
and exporters, but the Government had been 
prohibiting exports to Spain for fear that Jap­
anese tuna packed in that country would be ex­
ported to the United States where it would com­
pete with Japanese canned tuna. 

It is reported that the Spanish Government 
is not likely to issue import licenses until the 
summer tuna fishing season is over, in order 
to protect domestic fishermen. (Minato Shim-
bun, June 1, 1963.) --

SUMMER ALBACORE TUNA FISHERY: 
The 1963 summer albacore fishing season, 

which as of early July was practically over, 
was described by Japanese press reports as 
one of the best in recent years. A total of 
24,000 metric tons of pole -and -line albacore 
(iced fish) was landed during the season. This 
represents a fourfold increase over the 1962 
catch and the highest since 1957, when about 
the same quantity was landed. 

Data published by the Japanese Fisheries 
Agency's field station at the tuna port ofYaizu, 
Shizuoka Prefecture, indicate that landings at 
that port for the period April 26 -June 30 to­
taled 11,671 short tons. For the same period 
in 1962, a total of 2,519 short tons was landed. 

According to the Fisheries Agency's data, 
ex-vessel albacore prices paid at Yaizu held 
steady for the greater part of June, ranging 
between 120-135 yen a kilogram (US$302-340 
a short ton), but trended downward in late 
June about $10-20 a short ton. According to 
fish price quotations in one Japanese periodi­
cal, on July 4, a low of 115 yen and high of 
119 ye n a kilogram (US$290-300 a short ton) 
were paid for iced fish landed at Yaizu. (Jap­
anese Fisheries Agency Fishing Condition 
Charts, 1963; Suisan Tsushin, July 2; Suisan 
Keizai Shimbun, July 5, 1963.) 

LANDINGS OF SUMMER ALBACORE 
HIGHER AS OF EARLY JUNE 1963: 

Good catches of summer albacore were 
made by Japanese pole-and-line fishermen 
operating out of home ports in the first 10 
days of June 1963. Ex-vessel albacore prices, 
despite the heavy landings, were re­
ported to be holding reI a t i vel y steady, 
ranging from 125-130 yen per kilogram 



c fER I L F HERIE 

Th 3 500 tons contract d for is about 
tenth the annual requirements of raw tuna 
canrun ne ded b' the 18 hizuoka firms . 
Tok 0 trading flrm has int rests in a large 
cold - tora \\ arehous at himizu and a 

r locat d in Tok o. 

Fro n tuna at Tokyo Whol sal Fish 1'.1 rkct . The fish were 
1 nd d by th long -11I1cr ID th b ckground . 

Th ~hizuoka tuna-packing firms have. in 
the past, bought tuna for canning at the day-
t -da mark t price. Due to the small size 
of the individual firms and the lack of capital, 
they hav oft n fail d to purchase supplies 
\\ h n th mark t pri was low. t other 
tim s ,. h n suppli s w r light. th packer 
\\ r forc d to s arch for fish in sev ral ma­
Jor ports. t nd r th new contract th suppl 
prohl ms of thos small canners (oft n pack 
oth r product such as mandarin orang s) wlll 
b parhall solv d. (Japan se p riodical. 
Jun 12, 1 63.) 

* * * 
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as of June 11, 1963. Japanese mothers hips 
believed to be fishing in the new Area 3B 
North Triangle are: Fuji Maru No. ~, 1,200 

rosS tons (5 catcher vessels); Chiyoda Maru, 
', 068 gross tons (12 catcher vessels); Seifu 

aru, 8,269 gross tons (28 catcher vessels); 
nd the Chichibu Maru No.2, 1,693 gross tons 

catcher vesselsr:-TShin Suisan Shimbun, 
une 17,1963, and othersources.) 

The European halibut market is reported 
o be brisk and Japanese trading firms are 
eported to have concluded contracts to de­
iver several hundred tons of halibut to Eu­
ope at 40-42 U. S. cents a pound, c. & f. 
apanese -caught halibut delivered to the 
nited States eastern seaboard was quoted at 
4-35 cents a pound, or about 10 cents a 

oound lower than a year ago. 

r Halibut landed in Japan by the major fish­
Lng companies is quoted at about 185 yen per 
Kilogram (23.4 cents a pound), while halibut 
Landed by the smaller vessels is quoted at 
1. 40-145 yen per kilogram (17.7 -18.3 cents a 
90und). (Suisan Tsushin, June 18, 1963.) 

Editor's Note: The International Pacific 
Halibut Commission announced that as of 
[June 23, the Japanese had taken 3.2 million 
90unds out of Area 3B North Triangle and 
:hat the 11.0-million-pound quota set for that 
area had not yet been reached. 

*,~,~** 

jtlRICE REDUCED FOR 1962 PACK 
) F CANNED PINK SALMON: 

The Japanese Canned Salmon Sales Com­
) any on May 23, 1963, announced and made 
;'f fective immediately a price cut of US$1 .00 
!)2r case (8 oz. 48 cans/cs.) for fancy grade 
~-anned pink salmon. The new f.o.b. quotation 
' educed the price per case from $11.30 to 

.~ 10.30. The Japanese exporters hoped the 
rice cut would stimulate interest in the 
nited Kingdom market. However , shortly 

, fter the drop in the Japanese export price, 
~he Canadian salmon packers decreased their 
<=xport price for canned pink salmon by $1.25 
!;ler 48-can case, thereby nullifying the advan­
lage the Japanese had hoped to gain in the 
lj ritish market. 

. The Japanese sales company is concerned 
Ith the problem of marketing an estimated 

arryover from the 1962 pack of pink salmon 
of about 360, 000 cases before the marketing 
Season begins for the 1963 pack. 

The Japanese salmon motherships engaged 
in the North Pacific 1963 fishing season re­
port that both pink and chum salmon are abun­
dant. Usually pink salmon are scarce in the 
early season catches. (Japanese periodical, 
May 28, 1963.) 

****~~ 

JAPANESE WILL NOT FISH 
KING CRAB SOUTH OF 
ALASKA PENINSULA THIS YEAR: 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency will defer 
the issuance of licenses to take king crab south 
of the Alaska Peninsula, pending further dis­
cussion with the United States at the Septem ­
ber 1963 meeting on the North Pacific Fish­
eries Convention. The decision was made 
after the Fisheries Agency met with its Ad­
visory Committee (Japanese Fisheries Coun­
cil) on July 10, 1963. 

The two fishing companies that had applied 
for the licenses stated that the action of the 
Fisheries Agency would prevent king crab op­
erations south of the Alaska Peninsula in 1963. 
The two companies, therefore, requested per­
mission to take king crabs in Bristol Bay for 
the remainder of the 1963 season. Their pro­
posal was rejected by the Fisheries Agency 
because of the high level of the king crab fish­
ing effort and low level of production in Bris­
tol Bay. (United States Embassy, Tokyo, July 
12, 1963.) 

* * * * * 
NEW RESEARCH VESSEL 
PLANNED FOR FY 1964: 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency is plan­
ning to request funds in FY 1964 (April 1964 
to March 1965) to construct a 1,500-ton re­
search vessel. The Agency plans to utilize 
the research vessel for conducting investiga­
tions on bottomfish in the Bering Sea during 
the winter months , and also whale research 
in the Antarctic area. (Suisan Keizai Shim-
bun, June 9, 1963.) --

***~,* 

REVISION OF REGULATIO S 0 1 ~ 
TRAWL FISHERY PROPOSED: 

The Japanese Government, which has been 
studying the problem of its trawl fishery IS 

reported to be planning on relaxing regl.llatiol15 
governing the transfer of vessels to the dis­
tant-water trawl fishery (mostly ll1 tlantic 
Ocean and New Zealand waters) from other 
trawl fisheries which employ small draggers 
such as the coastal and offshore trawl fisher-
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ies. This measure is being undertaken to as­
sist operators of small and medium trawlers 
who, heretofore, had been barred from engag­
ing in distant-water trawling due to the lim­
ited size of their vessels and their lack of 
overseas marketing outlets. 

Under the proposal being studied by the 
Japanese Goverrunent, which was expected to 
be put in force in July, operators of small 
and medium trawlers will be able to build 
larger trawlers through a vessel conversion 
program, which basically involves the retire­
ment of so many small vessels for every 
larger vessel built. The Japanese Govern­
ment intends to license, under this program, 
the construction of about 15 trawlers for op­
eration in the Atlantic Ocean and about 10 
trawlers for operation in New Zealand waters. 

At the present time, approximately 40 
large trawlers, mainly in the 1,500- to 3,000-
ton class owned by the large fishing firms, 
are licensed as distant-water trawlers. The 
majority of those vessels are operating in the 
Atlantic Ocean off the west coast of Africa. 
(Nihon Suisan Shimbun, June 12, 1963.) 

TRAWLER IN NORTHWEST ATLANTIC 
REPOR TS GOOD COD CATCHES: 

The Japanese stern trawler Aoi Maru No. 
1 (1,386 gross tons), which has been fiShing 
in the northwest Atlantic Ocean since late 
1962, was reported to be making good catch­
es of cod in the s p r i n g of this year. The 
catches were averaging about 15 tons a day. 

Fishery products processed by the Aoi 
Maru are being exported to the United States. 
As of the early part of 1963, two shipments 
had been made. (Shin Suisan Shimbun Sokuho, 
June 8, 1963.) --

NEW STERN TRAWLER LEAVES 
FOR WEST AFRICAN AREA: 

A large Japanese stern trawler, Kiso Maru 
(2,500 gross tons), departed Kyushu, Japan,-­
on June 3, 1963, on her maiden voyage to the 
West African trawl fishing grounds. 

The Kiso Maru is the 7th trawler to join 
the vessel owner's trawler fleet, Another 
2,500-ton trawler, Kurama Maru, which was 
scheduled for completion in August, is being 

built by the same company. (Minato Shimbun, 
June 4 and 6, 1963.) 

MODERN CAN - F ABRICA TING 
PLANT COMPLETED: 

The largest can-fabricating plant in Japan 
was completed on June 5, 1963. Located in 
Yokohama, it is designed for the manufacture 
of cans us ed for pac king food only. The plant 
has 8 modern automatic can-making lines . Th: 2 

Director of the Japan Export Canned Tuna Ma 
ufacturers Association observed: "By this, 
Japan's can-making industry has attained the 
top class in the World." The manager of the 
new plant prais ed the modern layouts and sai 
that the can-making lines will be increased to 
15 in the future. (Japanese periodical, June 6, 
1963.) 

* *' *' * *' 
AGREEMENT PERMITS HARVESTING OF 
SEAWEEDS OFF SOVIET ISLAND: 

According to a Soviet-Japanese agreement 
Signed in Moscow on June 10, 1963, 300 Japa­
nese vessels are to be permitted to fish for 
seaweeds off the Soviet Island of Signalny 
through September 30, 1963 (Tass, June 10, 
1963). --

NEW FISHERY LANDINGS RECORD 
ESTABLISHED IN 1962: 

Japan landed a total of 6,860,000 metric tons of fish and 
shellfish (including seaweed and kelp but not whales) in 1962, 
a new record according to data released by the Japanese 
Government's Statistics and Survey Division, Ministry of Ag-

Fig. 1 - Japanese trawler in the Bering Sea with a deckload of 
flatfish . 
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Table 1 - Japanese Landings of Marine & Fresh-Water 
Fishery Products , 1955-1962 

Year 
1962 1961 1960 1959 1958 1957 1956 1955 

........ (1,000 Metric Tons) ....•.... 

:;rand Total 6 864 6 710 6 192 5884 5 506 5407 4772 4 907 
Fish 1 I . .... 4,979 5,081 4,523 4,326 4,079 3,940 3,500 3,593 
Shellfish?:...l .. 509 498 503 464 457 447 388 333 
Other marine 

animals 3/ •• 51 702 776 753 627 614 555 645 
Sea plants4/. 51 425 387 337 339 403 327 334 
Ylncludes fresh-water and marine fish. Whales excluded. 
ylncludes hard-shelled shellfish (including pearls) but not species listed under "other 

marine animals. II 
~lncludes squid, lobster, crab, shrilnp, frog, sea urchiD, and sea cucumber. 
i/lnc1udes seaweed and kelp. 
VData not available. 
Source: Japanese MinistIy of Agriculture and Forestry. (~ Report ~ Catch Statis-

tics on Fishery and Agriculture I .!2&.!; Suisan Keizai Shimbun, June 30 , 1963.) 

riculture and Forestry. The 1962 landings represent an in­
crease of 2.3 percent over the 1961 landings of 6,710,000 
metric tons. This is the smallest increase since 1958. From 
1959 on, Japanes e landings of marine and fresh-water prod­
ucts have been increasing at the rate of over five percent an­
nually. 

Despite the increase in 1962 in total fish and shellfish 
landings, landings of finfish actually declined by 102,000 met­
ric tons or two percent, whereas landings of shellfish and 
other marine products apparently increased. 

In 1962, Pacific and jack mackerel led all finfish landings 
(not including shellfish and sea plants)--their combined land­
ings were about 900,000 metric tons (18 percent of the total 

I 

Fig. 2 - A typical Japanese fishing village near Ito. 

fish landings). They were followed by tuna--604,000 metric 
tons (12 percent); flatfish--501,000 tons (10 percent); saury--
483,000 tons (9.7 percent); Alaska pollock (whiting)--452,000 
tons (9.1 percent); and anchovy--349,000 tons (6.4 percent). 
Together those species made up nearly two-thirds (65 per­
cent) of the total 1962 finfish landings. 

The large increase in landings (in percentage) since 1955 
of Alaska pollock, cod, and flatfish is the result of the accel­
erated expansion of the so-called northern water (Okhotsk 
Sea, Bering Sea, and North Pacific Ocean) fisheries. 

The decline in salmon catch is the result of imposition of 
catch quotas by the International Pacific Northwest Fish­
eries Commission (Japan and the U.S.S.R.l. 

Table 2 - Japanese Finfish Landings by Species, 1955-1962.!.I 

Species 91962 1961 1960 1959 1958 1957 1956 1955 

Alaska pollock 
Anchovy 
Atka mackerel 
Cod 
Croaker • 
Flatfish 
Herrinq • 
~ackerel: 

Jack 
Pacific 

Salmon 
Sand launce 
Sardine 
S~ • 
Se a bream: 

452 
349 
122 
76 

102 
501 

30 

4/520 
- 408 

123 
70 

108 
483 

353 
366 
185 
67 

115 
590 

97 

510 
337 
156 
108 
127 
473 

379 
349 
115 
67 

128 
509 

15 

551 
351 
146 
79 
78 

287 

.(1,000 Metric Tons) 
376 284 
356 417 
100 47 
66 60 

115 106 
262 180 

16 38 

409 
294 
179 
68 

119 
522 

282 
268 
196 
98 

136 
575 

280 
430 
105 
66 

111 
159 

47 

281 
275 
181 
87 

212 
421 

234 
346 
121 

35 
98 

150 
35 

3/ 
266 
150 
77 

206 
327 

231 
391 
113 
39 

103 
124 
46 

3/ 
244 
170 
58 

211 
497 

'Red-:-. . . .. 10 23 24 26 22 21 21 22 
Yellow . • • • • 10 10 11 16 17 13 11 11 

Shark ..••• • • • • • 69 65 69 70 66 76 74 78 
~earfish • . •.• • • • 5 /"'775.-+----.~6~1.__t----;A5~5~_+-~5~7,,_+-.,_;;_;5;_;;9_;_t___,_::~5~3,t_,~47:;_;_T-""M4~1 
l una: (Total)£/. (604) (562) (458) (458) (414) (367) I (327) (279) 
Albacore. • • 104 87 89 68 63 77 65 48 
Big-eyed • • • 126 113 72 74 72 60 49 42 
Bluefin. 46 70 65 51 21 34 36 23 
Skipjack • •• 170 144 78 166 147 97 97 99 
Yellowfin •• 158 148 154 126 111 99 80 67 

ty ellowtail . • 52 53 42 46 43 42 42 46 
Other species • 815 823 810 744 771 713 933 889 

Total •.•••••••.•••. 4 979 5 081 4 523 4 326 4 079 3 940 3 500 3 593 
.!./Principal species only. 
~/ 1962 data obtained from periodical Suisan Keizai Shimbun. 
~/Data not available. 
i/1962 catch includes scad. Other years do not. 
~/ 1962 catch does not include sailfish. Other years do. 
£/Includes tuna caught in Pacific, Indian, and Atlantic Oceans, 

as "meji" (young tuna). 
and landed in Japan and in foreign ports. Does not include tuna listed 



98 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 25, t o. 8 

Japan (Contd.): 

Fig. 3 - Yellowfin tuna about to be transfeITed from catcher boat 
to Japanese tuna mothership. 

Fig. 4 - Miyake in Iwate Prefecture is considered Japan's leadmg 
mackerel port. Just before the opening of the mackerel season 
(some time in September), boats assemble at Miyake flying 
colorful pennants and at 6 a.m. on the opening day sail for the 
fishing areas. 

Fig. 5 - A swordfish being hauled aboard a Japanese catcher boat. 

Fig. 6 
ship . 

FIg. 7 - Transferring baIt from lIve box in Tokyo Ba) 
.. essel in background . 

Fig . 8 - A big school of yellowtail driven into a net in Kumano ­
nada, one of japan's three largest fishing areas . 

Beginning in 1960, the Japanese Government began to lib ­
eralize regulations governing the tuna industry. For ex­
ample, it relaxed restrictions on the construction of newer 



August 1963 COMMERCIAL F ISHERIE S R EVIEW 99 

Japan (Contd.): 

Table 3 - Comparison of 19 62 Ja pa nese Finfish 
La ndings with 1955 

1962 La ndinqs in R el at ion to : 
Species 1961 Landing I 1955 Landinq 

Increase I Decrease I Inc re ase I Decrease . . . (Pe rcent) • . 
.u aska pollock 28 - 96 -
!fochovy .•. - 5 - 11 
I tka mackerel - 34 8 -
! od • . · · 13 - 95 -
j.roaker · · - 11 - 1 
~atfish - 15 304 -

I erring •••• - 69 - 35 
I acific mackere l 21 - 67 -
lalmon - .!/21 - .!/28 
land launce · · - 35 21 -

rdine .•• · · - 15 - 49 
laUl)' •• 2 - - 3 
iea bream · · - 39 - 39 
ihark . 6 - - 12 
;'una: · 7 - 116 -
Albacore 20 - 117 -
Big-eyed · 11 - 200 -
Bluefin · - 34 100 -
Skipjack 18 - 72 -
Yellowfin 7 - 136 -

, ellowtail - 2 13 -
j D ecline in sa lmon catch result of imposition of catch quota. 

ig . 9 - A large catch of yellowtail unloaded on the beach of a 
fi shing village. 

d larger t una vessels to permit more efficient exploita­
en of dista nt tuna fi shing grounds; and allowed fishermen 
g aged in othe r so - called depressed fisheries (like the 

aImon and coasta l fi sheries ) to engage in tuna fishing. 
hese meas ures a r e believed to be responsible in part for 
e large inc rease in-tuna landings in 1 961 and 1962. The 

961 tuna catc h e xceede d the 1 960 catch by 104,000 metric 
n s (23 percent) a nd the 1 962 tuna catch exceeded the 1961 
tch by 42,000 met r i c tons (7 p ercent). 

orocco 

FROZEN SARDINE EXPORTS TO 
~RANCE SUSPENDED AGAIN: 

Exports of frozen Moroccan sardi nes t o 
F rance in June 1963 encountered the oppos i -

tion of Frenc h s a r din e fishermen as oc­
curred previ ous ly i n J uly 1962 . In sympathy 
wit h protests of t he Frenc h fishermen, dock 
workers in L o r ient and Nant es refused to un­
loa d t hree Moroccan shipment s of frozen sar ­
dines . Even t hough one of the vessels was re­
por ted t o have landed its cargo after a long de­
lay, the new p r otests resulted in a decision to 
stop Moroc can sardine export s t o France as 
of July 5, 1963. It had been agreed earlier 
that imports of Moroccan sardines would be 
stopped du.ring the July 15-September 15,1963, 
period. 

This was a hard blow to the fishing and 
freezing indust ries in Morocco. The freezing 
plants have stopped their purchases of fresh 
sardines and, according to press reports, 
3,000 freezing plant workers and 4,500 fisher­
men are threatened with a lengthy period of 
unemployment. (United States Embassy, 
Rabat, June 28, 1963.) 

New Zeala nd 

SOVIETS PLAN SURVEY OF FISHERIES 
RESOURCES ADJACENT TO COAST: 

Soviet scientists are planning to study the 
prospects of commercial fishing in the waters 
around New Zealand, says an article in Vodny 
Transport released by the Soviet Legation in 
Wellington. 

The work is part of a Pacific - wide survey 
being carried out by the Pacific Research In­
stitute of Fisheries and Oceanography under 
the direction of the assistant head of the in­
stitue. (Map on page 100.) 

An institute research vessel, the Orlik, is 
already surveying the resources of the Great 
Australian Bight, where according to the di­
rector of the expedition, the prospects for 
commercial fishing appear to be good. 

New fisheries have already started in the 
eastern Bering Sea and elsewhere in the North 
Pacific following investigations by the Insti­
tute. (Commercial Fishing, a New Zealand 
fishery periodical, May 1963.) 

SURVEY RAISES HOPE FOR 
SHRIMP FISHERY: 

Establishment of a shrimp fishery in New 
Zealand is a distinct possibility, but as yet 
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this aspect of the fishing industry is still 
in the experimental stages. 

After conducting investigations early in 
1963 between the Lochland Banks, south of 
Portland Island, and thE" orth ap. th l W 
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New Zealand (Contd.): 

He explained that although they caught very 
few shrimp in about 150 to 160 fathoms, from 
White Island to the Lochland Banks, it did not 
ecessarily mean that there were no shrimp 
n those areas. 

He added that juvenile shrimp of about two 
ches in length had been caught and he 

hought that it might not be the right season 
or them. 

"Fishing from White Island to North Cape 
Ihowed more potential, but this was in water 
:rom 200 to 400 fathoms deep," he added. 

II This is the only research vessel 'in New 
... ealand and we have to cover all the coastal 

\ aters for various types of fish. Our re­
search into shrimp fishing has only just 
started," he continued. 

He stated that the depth of the water could 
be the deciding factor as to whether the 
shrimp could be commercialized or not, with 
profit. 

Interest in shrimp fishing in the Gisborne 
district was aroused when a New Zealand 
fishing firm was granted a license by the 
Minister of Marine in October 1962 to fish 
fo r shrimp and report its findings to the 
Fisheries Department. 

This was the result of shrimp being caught I 
)y trawlers from Gisborne in the coastal wa­
ers while on routine trips. 

The manager of the Gisborne firm investi­
Hated methods of shrimp fishing while in Aus-

1 

alia in 1962. Some Australian vessels 
)rocessed, packed, and froze the shrimp 
"'hile at sea and others used brine tanks to 

preserve the catch. (Commercial Fishing, 
a New Zealandfishery- periodical, May 1963.) 

orway 

E XPOR TS OF CANNED FISH, 
JANUARY I-APRIL 27, 1963: 

orway's total exports of canned fish Jan­
uary I-April 27, 1963, were 11.1 percent 
less than in the same period of 1962. The 
decline affected all of orway's principal 
canned fish products except canned brisling. 

Produc.t 

risling . . 
Small sild • 
Kippered herring 
Soft herring ro . 
Sild delicatessen 

ther calU1ed fish 
Shellfish ..•. 

Total ..• 
1 /Pre 1 im inal)' . 

This year, the small si!d canning eason 
opened on May 2 . The small sild pack durmg 
May 2-25, 1963, amounted to '* ,854 cas 5, up 
11.6 percent from the pack of 0 187 cas s ln 
the same period of 1962. 

The brisling packing season b gan Jun 4 
1963. The quality of early brisling catches 
was excellent and a good brisling y ar was 
expected. (Norwegian Canners Export Jour­
nal, June 1963.) 

* * * * * 
COD FISHERY TRE DS, 1\1 \Y 1963: 

Norway's 1963 total young cod fish ry as of 
May 25, 1963, was 22,429 metrIc tons, om­
pared with 18,006 tons at th sam hm la t 
year. The total of spawning and oung cod 

\fter the dl appomtm 
Lofoten cod ea on th 
Finmark in north rn 
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Norway (Contd.): 

Fig. 2 - A sunny day on tile Lofoten Cod f1s1l1llg grounds. 

Norwegian Catch and Disposition of YOUllg and Spawl1l1lg Cod, 
as of April 27, 1963, with Comparable Data 

Cod 1963 1962 
(Mdnc Tons) . 

Catch as of April 27 

64.

641 75,0(/3 

DispOsition of Catch: 
- ---

Drying 35,184 2 ,3 
Salting 9,556 20,338 
Filleting 12,88_ 17,11 
Icing and fresh 7,011 q 852 - ' -

gian fishermen some encouragement. Total 
landings of young cod from th Finmar1< fIsh­
ery amounted to 13,149 metric tons as of Iay 
4, 1963, compared with 11,389 tons by the 
same date one year earlier. But by pril27, 
the combined 1963 catch of young and spawn­
ing cod was still 14.6 percent below that in 
the comparable period of the previous year. 
(Fiskets Gang, April 25, l\Iay 9 and 30, 1963.) 

~,**** 

PROTESTS DISCRIl'vIINA TORY 
TREATMENT BY BRAZIL ON 
DRY-SALTED COD IMPORTS: 

The Norwegian Minister of Commerce in­
formed the Storting on June 12, 1963, that 
Norway had delivered a protest to the Brazil­
ian Government against alleged preferential 
treatment of klipfish (dried cod) imports 
from Denmark. 

Norway became a member of the Hague I 
Club in 1958, putting trade and payments with 
Brazil on a multilateral instead of a bilateral 
basis, while Denmark has remained outside 
the Hague Club. The Norwegians allege that 
the rates of exchange utilized in Brazil dis­
criminate against multilateral trading part­
ners, thus giving the Danish dried cod ex­
ports from the Faeroe Islands a price ad­
vantage of 15 percent over the traditional 
Norwegian exports to Brazil, which has long 

b n on' of th m st Imp Jrtant mark ts for 
'Ol'W( glan cured fish. 

Th or' vegian mbassador in RlO de 
Jan lro delIver d an Initlal prot st on January 
8 of this y ar, but SlOce the BrazIhans have 
sho\'n no lOclinah n to carr c the sltuation, 
the rwegian overnment IS now cont m-
plating furth r achon along the following lines: 

(l) 1\1 oral suasi n - -citing the International 
• Ion tary FtlOdls r c mmendations for the 
ehmmatioll of bilateral payments agreements, 

(2 otiations to obtam for orway ad­
imilar to tho e enJoy d by Denmark: 

(3) n impli d threat to curtail coffee un ­
ports from Brazil, wluch no v upplies 65-75 
p "rcent of T rwayl s coffee consumption . 
( nit d tates Embassy, Rio de Janeiro, June 
14, 1963.) 

Panama 

SPINY LOBSTER EXPLORATORY 
FISHL G PROJECT CO 'TIN ED: 

117 V "Pelican" Cruise 12 (April 18 - :l\Iay 1) 
and---crliise 13 (May 14-30,1963): The one ­
year surve:iof stocks of spiny lobsters off 
Panama by the chartered commercial fishing 
vessel Pelican was continued during April 
and May 1963 when operations were switched 
to the Bocas area in the Caribbean Sea . The 
survey is being conducted by the U. S. Bureau 
of Commercial Fisheries through an inter­
agency agreement with the U . S. Agency for 
International Development (AID) Mission to 
Panama as an Alliance for Progress program. 
Cruises 12 and 13 were designed to extend eX ­
ploratory coverage to the Caribbean, a s well 
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Panama (Contd.): 

as to obtain some basis for comparing the 
spiny lobster potential of the Caribbean and 
Pacific coastal areas of Panama. 

Since little evidence of trap fishing was 
available in the Bocas area off northern Pana­
rna, efforts were focused on pure exploration 
rather than on production -type fishing. The 
highest catch rates during the Caribbean ex­
plorations were achieved during Cruise 13 
near the mouth of Bocas del Drago Channel 
where a 72 -trap, 2 -day set produced 72 lob­
sters ' all of the species Panulirus argus, ex­
cept for one specimen of 1'. guttatus. In con­
trast to Pacific catches , where males were 
strongly predominant , Caribbean catches were 
composed of nearly equal numbers of females 
and males. Also, although wood traps con­
tinued to outfish wire traps, the margin of 
advantage was markedly lower. 

CRUISE 12: A total of 350 lobsters (Po 
~) was taken from 589 traps fished In I­
to 3-day sets (1 , 091 trap days). The 3-day 
sets were markedly more productive than 
either I-day or 2-day sets. Fishing at pro­
gressively farther distances from reefs 
showed that relatively smooth bottom areas 
from 75 to 200 yards from the reef edges 
were most productive. Sets made on reefs 
resulted in only small catches as did sets 
made at points far removed from the reefs. 

Bait trawling yielded small catches of both 
South American white shrimp (Penaeus sch­
:mitti) and sea bobs (Xiphopeneus kroyeri). 
The best shrimp catch was made between the 
mouth of Bocas del Drago Channel and the 
C hanquinola River. It consisted of 10 pounds 

f white shrimp from a I-hour tow of a 40-
fo ot trawl. Bait was not as readily available 
in the Bocas area as it was in the Pacific 

reas fished on previous cruis es. 

CRUISE 13:" The catch average again was 
mall due to the purely exploratory nature of 
he investigation. A total of 346 (1,674 trap 

days) lobsters (E.'. argus) was taken from 841 
traps fished in 2 -day sets in the Bocas del Toro 
Channel area. In the 72 -trap set made in the 

outh of Bocas del Drago, referred to previ-
0usly' 43 wood traps caught 54 lobsters in 2 

ights while 29 wire traps caught 18 lobsters. 
emale lobsters averaged 20.5 ounces and 
ales averaged 22.4 ounces. The lobster 
eat yield averaged 35.2 percent from fe­
ales and 31.8 percent from males. 

Long-line sets solved the bait problem. 
Seven 3 -basket long-line stations yie lded A 
sharks - -sufficient bait for trap operations 
throughout the cruise. 

Depth -recorder surveys were made of th 
offshore areas near Isla Colon, Isla Bastim 'n­
tos, and Cayos Zapatillas to 25 fathoms and 
in parts of Almirante Bay. The surveys w r 
made to determine reef locations as well as 
the extent of trawlable bottom that might p r­
mit lobster trawling, especially in the ev nt 
of heavy migratory concentrations. A few 
isolated trap sets were made off Isla Colon 
and the southern edge of Cayos Zapatillos with 
negative results. The depth recorder indica­
tions and the limited results of trap explora­
tions indicate that the Bocas del Toro and Ho­
cas del Drago Channel areas have the high st 
potential for a trap fishery in the area so far 
explored in the Caribbean Sea off Panama. 

Experiments were also conducted during 
the cruise with a lobster trap made of acrY!lc 
plastic. It proved too bnttle to withstand 
rough handling and was removed from serVlce. 

M/V" Pelican" Cruise 14 (June 11-26,1963); 
During this cruise, the Pelican moved to the 
Pacific Coast to conduct explorations in the 
Farallon-San Carlos area of the Gulf of Pana­
ma. The catch of 774 lobsters consisted of 
321 rock lobsters and 453 spiny lobsters, and 
they were caught at 150 trap stations (833 tl'aps 
were set) and 16 trawl drags. 

The first week of the cruise was spent work­
ing off Farallon where depth-recorder surveys 
showed the bottom to be primarily smooth mud. 
Using a 40-foot shrimp trawl, 10 drags of 1 to 
1 t hours each, were made in depths of 3 to 10 
fathoms. A total of 241 rock lobsters «(SCYl­
larides specles) and 62 spiny lobsters Panu­
lirus gracilis) were caught. Lobster catch­
rates varied from 1 to 30 per drag for th 
spiny lobsters and from 2 to 72 for the rock 
lobsters. Trap fishing yielded poor catches. 
Only 31 spiny lobsters were taken from 228 
traps fished in 2 - to 3 -night sets at 38 sta­
tions. Members of the Faral:on Fishery 0-

operative came aboard the Pelican each da 
to observe operations. 

During the second week of fishmg th RIO 
Mar-San Carlos area was explored. A depth­
recorder survey showed rock formatlons cat­
tered throughout the area. The 6 tra vl tows 
attempted in the area in depths of 6 to 14 fath­
oms produced 9 spmy and 80 rock lobst r5. 
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Panama (Contd.): 

Gear damage on the hard bottom preclud d 
further trawling effort. During trap fishing, 
112 stations (705 traps set) fishing for 2 to 
3 nights produced a total of 351 spiny lob­
sters. Catch rates at different stations 
showed wide variations. Th b st catch con­
sisted of 75 spiny lobsters from a 2 -night s t 
of 50 traps in 5 fathoms off Playa la Palma. 

The sex ratio for the total lobster catch 
during the cruise was: spIny lobst 1'S 24G 
males/207 females; rock lobsters, 180 males 
and 141 females. The rock lobster meat yi ld 
averaged 45 percent females and 33 p rc nt 
for males. 

Of special interest was th discover' of 
concentrations of large croakers off Faral­
Ion during trawling activities. The cone n­
trations were previously unknown to local 
fishermen of the area. Five of th t ~n drags 
produced fish catches of 1,500 to 3 000 p< uncls. 
About 75 percent of the fish catch consi t d 
of marketable species in the 2 -pound 12 

range. 
Notes: (1) Pelican Cruise 14 concluded the Panamanian lobst rsur­

vey project initiated in August 1962 und\!r the lnteragcncy agr -
ment between the Bureau of CommerCial Fish\!r1es and the 
USAID Mission to Panama. Due to increas 109 lntcrcst b} Ih 
fishing industry of Panama in the development of a lobster fish· 
ery, a continuation of the Bureau-USAID agreement has be n 
arranged, extending the activities of the Pehcan off Panama 
through June 1964. During the extended SUf\ ey, th m phasis 
will be on fishing trials, in cooperatlOn wldl partlclpatLDg 
Panamanian fishing companies, to evaluate more closely the 
lobster potential in selected areas. 

(2) See Commercial Fisheries ReView, June 1963 p. 85. 

Peru 

TUNA CANNING FACTORYSHIP 
PURCHASED FROM A UNITED 
STATES FIRM BEGINS OPERATIONS: 

The former United States tuna canning fac­
toryship Neva, which was purchased from a 
West Coast firm in the early spring of this 
year by two Peruvian fishing companies, be­
gan operations in the vicinity of Zorritos in 
northern Peru in mid-1963. After arrival in 
Peru, the Neva was refitted at Callao. As of 
mid-June 1963, one tuna purse seiner was 
reported to be fishing for the Neva and 2 or 
3 additional seiners were en route to join the 
mothership fleet. 

The two Peruvian fishing companies that 
purchased the tuna canning factoryship are 

own d by a long cstablistwd Lima firm. This 
par nt firm has int -rests III HIP fish en al and 
oil industry plus th npw v nturf> i n t na can­
ning , and also a long stalJh8h(~d hard var 
bUSln ss. ('nit d tat s r ... mbas y, Lima, .June 
17,1(63.) 

* * * 

Ulto d alt lar el' lth the 
tatcs v s .15, the 

all ged mterf rence of 1 additional Uni ed 
tates tuna v ss Is 111 th lr captur' and the 

r fusal of Ecuadoran authontIes to release 
th two vessels hile diScussions with ·nited 
States repres ntatlv s in s arch of a solution 
to the probl m vere being held. statement 
of Ecuador's position was published Ia' 30. 

The news stories origwating in Lima at­
tributed to the Foreign l\hmster the statement 
that any measures adopted by Peru to control 
and supervise the exploitation of marine re­
sources would be in harmony with existing 
agreements with Chile and Ecuador. This was 
based on reporters' questions relating to the 
report from Santiago that Chile intended to pro · 
pose Joint action against foreign fishing fleets. 
(United States Embassy, Lima, June 6,1963.) 

,,~**** 
FISH MEAL SUPPLY A D 
DISTRIBUTION, 1960-1963: 

In 1962, fish meal became Peru's most 
valuable export , and Peruvian fish meal pro -
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~: 
Opening stocks 178,552 157,43 
Production. . . .. 1,155,000 1,100,00 

Total supply ... 

Exports . ..... . 
Apparent domestic 

consumption ... 

TOl. distribution 

Closing stocks .. 

availability . 

1,333,552 1,257,43 

,200,000 1,055,88 

25,000 23,00 

1,225,0001,078,882 729,366527,15 

108,552 

q ction and exports were expected to rise 
ven higher in 1963. (United States Embassy, 

Lima, April 15 , 1963.) 

XPORTS OF PRINCIPAL MARINE 
' RODUCTS, JANUARY-MARCH 1962-63: 

Portugal 

Product 

In 011 or Saue : 
Sardin<.!s-. -.-. 
Chmchards • 
Mackerel •. 
Tuna and tuna-lIke 
Anchovy fillets ••. 
Others •••••.. 

Total ....•• 

* 



106 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 25, • o . 8 

Portugal (Contd.): 

fishing was in effect. The canned tuna pack 
in the first quarter of 1963 was less than half 
that of the same period in 1962. (Conservas 
de Peixe, May 1963.) 

~At -M 
South Africa Republic 

PILCHARD-MAASBANKER FISHERY, 
JANUARY-MARCH 1963: 

The fish catch off the Cape west coast of 
South Africa Republic in the first 3 months 
of 1963 was 170,298 short tons pilchards, 
3,997 tons maasbanker, and 14,233 tons mack­
erel. The total catch for the 3 -months period 
was 188,538 short tons. This compares with 
283,613 tons pilchards, 4,451 tons maasbank­
er, and 9,207 tons mackerel landed in Janu­
ary-March last year. 

The January-March 1963 catch yielded 
43,477 short tons of fish meal, 2,786 051 im­
perial gallons of fish body oil. 4,256,568 
pounds of canned pilchards, and 4 949,208 
pounds of canned mackerel. 

The fish catch off the Cape west coast of 
the South Africa Republic in the first 2 months 

of 1963 was 115,397 short tons pilchards, 273 
tons maashank r, and 4,283 t ns mackerel. 
The total catch for the 2 -months p ,dod was 
119,963 short tons. This compares with 
188,838 tons pilchards, 1,276 tons maashank­
er, and 6,187 tons mack r llandJd in .Janu­
ary-~ebruary 1962. 

The .January- F bruary 1063 catch yielded 
27,897 short tons of fish m aI, 1,6;~6,818 im­
perial gallons of fish body oG, 2,577,672 
pounds of canned pilchards, and 905,280 pounds 
of cann cl mack r 1. (The South frican Ship­
~ ~ and fi"ishing Industry Review, lay 
1963 ancl prO 1963.) 

South -West Africa 

A South African canning and industrial products plant showing mooring jetties. 
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South - West Africa (Contd.): 

Because of the ready market for fish meal the industry 
:!lis year will concentrate on the production of meal, most 
f which has already been sold in advance. 

The labor trouble and bad weather experienced by the 
Peruvian industry may result in that country falling below 
Is previous high production which could mean an additional 
Ie mand on South and South - West African supplies in the lat­
~ r part of the year. 

According to the Chairman of the South African Fishmeal 
" ducers' Association, it is expected that Peru will lose 

bout 150,000 tons, or from 15 to 20 percent of her produc-

Discussing the future of the fish me~l industry, the Chair­
an said that the growth in demand for this commodity dur-

~ g the period 1960 to 1963 could not be repeated. In ~he 
;;t three years the demand had almost doubled. Durmg the 

c ming years there would only be steady increases which he 
D recast would be from 5 to 10 percent on average. This 
~eant a consolidation and stabilizing of the market, he add­
rl . 

The market for fish oil, the Chairman said, had improved. 
'he prospects at present were bright in comparison with the 
b ll outlook at the beginning of 1963. Whale oil production 
lad dropped by 90,000 tons and the anticipated production in 
'e ru would be lower. This , he said, had led to a sharp re­
~ve ry in the market. 

" I am confident that all our 1963 fish oil production will 
It! sold at a much better price than we anticipated," said the 
'hairman . 

The first shipment this year was made on the Anella 
, the end of April which loaded all the available stock at 
,alvis Bay. The second shipment from Walvis Bay was 
ade during June. Further shipments will depend entirely on 
ales . 

Sales of canned fish, the Chairman commented, had im­
"oved during January - March and were better than the c or­
esponding period last year . Nevertheless, the Far East-
'. market was both insecure and uncertain. The canning 
• :Jgram of the industry this year will be cut back. 

By the middle of April the condition of the pilchards at 
~ lvis Bay was average and the oil yield was from 7 to 8 
I Ions a ton of fish. Canning on a small scale was started 

three of the factories after Easter. 

The first substantial shipment of fish meal was made to 
ngland. (The South African Shipping News and Fishing 
~~~ Review, May 1963.) 

* * * * * 
IO VIET FLEET RESUMES 
'iSHING OFF COAST: 
-. The Soviet fishing fleet off South-West 
fr ica, estimated at about 20 vessels, was 

lct ive during ,April 1963. At one stage no 
e ss than 8 ships were anchored just outside 
:Qe territorial waters about 10 miles north 
)f Walvis Bay . The trawlers transferred 
:atches to the motherships and at the same 
:tme a small tanker refneled the vessels. 

Two trawlers, the Yalta and Feodosia, 
:alled at Walvis Bay during April for fresh 

water and supplies. The Yalta was built last 
year in East Germany. 

One of the Soviet trawlers, waiting to trans­
fer its catch, tried catching pilchards. Only 
once before, in July 1961, did the Russians 
make any attempt to catch pilchards off the 
South-West African coast. (South African 
Shipping News and Fishing IncrUstry Review, 
May 1963Y-

Sudan 

r 11o," ) ,,:,SH 

.;;! 
""), 
I"".~ 

NEW FISHING HARBOR PLANNED: 
The Sudanese have plans to rehabilitate and 

develop the abandoned Port of Suakin south of 
Port Sudan on the Red Sea. These plans in­
clude the establishment of a fishing harbor 
and related facilities. The installations are 
expected to be completed by 1967. (United 
States Embassy, Khartoum, June 13, 1963.) 

Taiwan 

FISHERIES TRENDS, FIRST QUARTER 1963: 
The yield from Taiwan1s fisheries in the 

first quarter of 1963 was about 7 per c en t 
greater than in the same period of the previ-
0us year. 

Taiwan Fisheries Production, Januruy-March 1963 

Metric Tons 
Offshore and deep-sea fisheries . . 32,724 
Coastal fisheries . . 34,413 
Fish culture . . . 6 100 

Total . . . . . . 73 237 

Taiwan fisheries production in the first 
quarter of 1963 did not, however, equal that 
in the last quarter of 1962, due mainly to a 
decline in the tuna catch. Taiwan fishermen 
are concerned over the possibility that their 
main tuna fishing grounds in the Indian Ocean 
may be depleted. Because of this, part of the 
fleet may shift to American Samoa where a 
new United States cannery was expected to be­
gin operations in mid-1963. 

A frost in January 1963 was reported to 
have killed over 1 million milkfish finger­
lings in fish culture wintering ponds. This 
was expected to reduce the June 1963 harvest 
by an estimated 20 percent. 

In the first quarter of 1963, Taiwan ex­
ported over 10 tons of frozen shrimp to Ja-



108 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 25, No.8 

Taiwan (Contd.): 

pan, and exports for the year will probably 
exceed 50 tons. 

Only 4 of the 12 new tuna long -line ves s els 
completed in early 1963 had entered service 
by March. The others were awaiting instal­
lation of refrigeration equipment and proc­
essing of crews. 

The International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development was expected to complete 
its consideration of the Chinese request for a 
loan to finance the construction of sixteen 
300-ton and two 1,00 0 -ton tuna long-liners 
some time in May 1963. The proposal had 
previously been submitted to the Internation­
al Development Association. 

Purse -seine vessels, traveling in pairs, set out from the Tawain 
port of Nan Fan Ao for fishing in the Pacific Ocean. 

The Taiwan Provincial Government Tidal 
Land Committee has been studying a plan to 
reopen a 1,200-acreinland sea which has been 
us ed for fish culture. The outlet from the in­
land sea (about 18 miles north of Kaohsiung) has 
been closed by silt. Failure to reopen the area 
could cause losses of over US$1,249, 000 a year. 
(United States Embassy, Taipei, May 22, 1963.) 
Notes: (1) Taiwan dollar 40.03 equals lIS$1.00. 

(2) See Commercial Fisheries Review, April 1963 p. 74. 

4"'i-
:.;::' ----

/. 

Thailand 

FISHING FLEETS ALMOST 
COMPLETELY MOTORIZED: 

Thailand has almost completely motorized 
its fishing fleet. A Food and Agriculture Or­
ganization (FAO) expert reports that the col­
orful sailing junks "that dotted the Gulf of 
Thailand 10 years ago" have been replaced 
almost 100 percent by mechanized boats." 

Fig. 1 - Thai seiner Sindhu Charnchai (10 gross tons) eQUipped 
with a 27 -hp. Diesel engine. 

With modernization, the annual catch made 
by Thai fishermen climbed from 205,000 tons 
in 1953 to 305,000 in 1961 (although part of 
this increase is attributable to improvements 
in the collection of statistics). 

Fig. 2 - Thai seiner Sapsobhon (32 gross tons) equipped with a 
120-hp. Diesel engine. 

The importance of progress in the fishing 
industry can be measured by the fact that fish 
provides more than 70 percent of the animal 
protein in the Thai diet. The Thai people pre­
pare fish in a wide variety of forms, adding 
Indian and Chinese recipes to their favorite 
local dishes. 

The wider ranging, faster, motorized fish­
ing fleets now assure Thailand an abundant 
supply of fish, chiefly chub mackerel. The 
new boats have airy quarters which are e~ern.­
plary for cre','! accommodation in the troplCS. 
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Thailand (Contd.): 

The marked changes are the product of an 
effective combination of national and interna­
tional efforts. In addition to FAO programs , 
the United States and Germany have provided 
1;he industry with material and technical aid. 

"Thailand has a very alert staff of fisher­
J es officers," the FAO expert stated. II They 
have been eager to learn and quick to accept 
1 r aining opportunities in Japan and the West;1 

Fig. 3 - Interior view of the Thai seiner Sapsobhon. 

Noting that Thai fishermen, with engines 
of increasing power in their vessels, will 
tend to range farther out, the F AO expert 
recommended stronger construction in future 
boat building so as to make the craft safer 
(,uring storms. As a result of this and other 
~ ggestions by the fishing boat expert, F AO 
",rill follow up by sending a Canadian marine 
a rchitect to assist fishermen when they are 
b ilding new ves s els or modifying existing 
o es. 

The fishing industry is also making prog­
l'ess in the areas of processing and distribu­
t ion, according to another F AO expert from 
Jakistan. A technological laboratory has 

been established to improve handling and 
I reserving fish, he said. 

II There are still problems in shipping fish 
so that it will arrive in good condition in the 
northern part of the country where there are 
protein deficiencies in the diet," the Pakistan 
expert stated. (Food and Agriculture Organi­
zation' Rome, Italy, June 21, 1963.) 

Uganda 

FRESH-WATER FISH PRODUCTION, 1961-62: 
Uganda has lakes and rivers totaling 13, 600 

square miles and commercial fishing is now 
undertaken in all major waters. Lakes Vic­
toria' Edward, George, Albert, and Kyoga are 
the main producing areas. The most common 
methods of fishing are gill-netting, beach­
seining, basket-trapping, and long-lining. Til­
apia is the most valuable species, but many 
other kind3 of fish find ready sale including 
Ni~e perch, catfish, lungfish, elephant-snout 
fish, and the sardine-sized Haplochromis. 

A record 63,500 tons of fish with a lakeside 
value of L2.5 million (US$7.0 million) and a 
retail value of L3.5 million ($9.8 million) were 
produced in 1962. This compares with 60,188 
tons in 1961 with a lakeside value of L2.4 mil­
lion ($6.72 million) and retail value of L3. 0 
million ($8.4 million). Because of continued 
difficulties in exporting fish to the Congo, fish 
exports dropped from about 3.3 million pounds, 
valued at L210,OOO ($588,000) in 1961, to about 
2 million pounds worth L112,OOO ($314,000) in 
1962. 

Uganda is considered to be more advanced 
in the mechanization of its fishing fleet than 
any other country in East or Central Africa 
with an estimated 1,500 outboard engines now 
in use. The contrast between Kenyan and 
Ugandan fishermen is particularly striking. 
An outboard engine is rarely seen in the Kenya 
waters of Lake Victoria whereas most fisher­
men on the Uganda side of the Lake us e them 
regularly. A total of 207 outboard engines 
were bought by Ugandan fishermen in 1962. 
(United States Embassy, Kampala, June 1, 
1963.) 

, , 

U.S.S.R. 

SOVIET FISHING CONDITIONS: 
In the Soviet Union there are two types of 

ownership of fishing craft and fishing gear. 
The first type is State ownership, where all 
vessels, gear, etc., are under fleet adminis­
tration and the so-called fish combines. The 
second type is cooperative. Fishery coopera­
tives not only fish within the territorial limits 
but they have the same right as the State fleet 
to fish in international waters. 



110 COMMERCIAL F ISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 25 , No.8 

U. S. S. R. (Contd.): 

When the fishing fleets return home, re­
pairs may be made at special repair yards. 
Very often the vessel's crew is in attendance 
to keep things in order and aid in routine re­
pairs and preventative maintenance. The 
fishermen are directly interested in seeing 
that the vessel is maintained in perfect con­
dition and that all work is carried out in the 
best possible manner. 

Repair work is paid for according to the 
usual piecework-premium system, and pay­
ment is made from the fleet administration's 
funds. Payment for repair work amounts to 
70 percent of the maximum tariff, but if the 
work has been done well and on time, it in­
creases to 100 percent. 

It is obvious that the conditions for the ves­
sel crews cannot be uniform, neither while 
fishing or in port. For example, crews on 
the whale catching fleet receive a different 
pay, all according to whether they are en 
route to the whaling area, if they are whaling, 
or if they are on the way home. 

Fishermen who fish the northern regions 
get a special seniority supplement. These 
fishermen, who work in areas near and a­
round the North Pole, get a basic wage which 
is higher than the pay offered for comparable 
work in the Soviet Union's central offshore 
waters. 

The crews eat together. Breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, and supper are served. On board the 
vessel one can buy sweets, canned goods, 
sausages, cheese, fruit , etc. On land there 
are special shops where the fishermen can 
make purchases. 

All the smaller vessels can request tech­
nical assistance and medical aid. At the bases 
of the fishing fleets there are libraries, bath­
houses, movie theaters, barber shops, etc. 

On the medium-large and large vessels, 
as a rule, there are 2 - and 4-man staterooms 
for the members of the crew. On smaller 
vessels the accommodations often are more 
crowded. 

All fishing vessels are equipped with radio 
and on many there are motion picture projec­
tors. On the larger vessels there are differ­
ent kinds of instruction, often of a technical 
character. When the vessel is fishing, crew 

members have the right, now and then, to talk 
with friends and relatives over the radio. On 
their fishing cruises the crews also receive 
regularly, letters, packages, newspapers, and 
periodicals . 

In the Soviet Union fishermen are a highly 
respected group. Many fishermen have re­
ceived orders and medals for their prominent 
contributions, and many have received titles 
of honor, such as socialist labor hero . (Vest­
kysten, Danish newspaper, Esbjerg, Denmark, 
May 3, 1963.) 

*~,*** 

SAURY CANNING PLANT ESTABLISHED 
IN KURIL ISLANDS: 

A Moscow news broadcast monitored in Ja­
pan announced that the Soviet Union has re­
cently started operating a saury canning plant 
on Shikotan Island, situated northeast of Hok­
kaido in the Kuril Islands. The plant is said 
to have an annual production capacity of 10 
million cans. 

The Soviet Union is exerting great efforts 
to expand her coastal fishery processing fa­
cilities. Her 1963 investments for construc­
tion of refrigeration and fish processing plants 
represent a 42-percent increase over 1962 in­
vestments. (Suisan Tsushin, June 3, 1963.) 

United Kingdom 

SMALL- TYPE STERN TRAWLERS 
HAVE MANY NEW FEATURES: 

In Great Britain there is a new surge of 
interest in 80- to 100-foot long stern trawlers 
for North Sea fishing. These vessels, em­
bodying distinct attempts at automation, were 
one of the features at the Second World Fish­
ing Congress held in London, May 27 -31 , 1963. 

The first contribution to this type vessel 
comes from a large British fishing company 
with their Daring class, the first two of which, 
now under construction, may well set the pat­
tern in near-water fishing vessels for years 
to come. 

The first of these new type stern trawlers 
is the Ross Daring which is scheduled to enter 
service in October 1963, to be followed after 
a few months by a second vessel of the same 
class, the Ross Delight. Of combined welded-



·I\.ugust 1963 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 111 

United Kingdom (Contd.): 

. g. 1 - Daughter of Ross Group's chairman names vessel Ross 
paring on May 25, 1963. 

r iveted construction, and incorporating the 
3.test techniques in unit assembly, the vessel 

bas a flush deck amidships, single-tier deck­
b use, and a clipper-type bar stern. The prin­
e ipal characteristcs of the Ross Daring are: 

Length over-all 99'0"; length between 
~ erpendiculars 85'0"; molded beam 23'0"; 
n olded depth 12' 6"; draft aft 11. 0"; draft 

Cl rward 8'6". Propulsion is by an 8-cylinder 
ype, 4-stroke Diesel engine. Pre s sur e­

charged and intercooled it develops 407 s. hp. 
at 1,200 r.p.m. (at a propeller speed of 300 
r. p.m.). Power transmission machinery con­
sists of an ICRVP size 3 gearbox and hydrau­
li.c unit giving a 4:1 reduction{ and a variable 
fntch propeller (diameter 6' 5"4"). Designed 
s peed is lOt knots. Main electric power is 
supplied by a 20 kw. generator, belt-driven 
f~om the main engine. Power for the hydrau­
bc operation of the main winches is provided 
oy a 6-cylinder type Diesel having a maxi­
mum output of 87 b. hp. at 1,800 r.p.m. 

Fig. 2 - Launching of the Ross Daring at Cochrane's Selby Ship­
yard on May 25, 1963. 

All winches are hydraulically-operated and 
specially developed. Hauling gear consists of 
twin" split" winches mounted on each side of 
the fish deck and remotely-controlled from 
the bridge. Each drum has an approximate 
capacity of 400 fathoms of~" cir. warp and 
has automatic guiding-on gear. A twin-drum 
hydraulic warping winch, mounted on the cen­
ter line of the upper deck and aft of the fore­
castle, is fitted with controls at the winch. 
The entire engine and pump unit is mounted 
on a bedplate which also serves as a supply 
tank for the hydraulic system. 

Aimed at making work pleasant for the fish­
ermen, the new stern trawlers include: 

(1) An entirely redesigned deck layout 
which allows the whole of the framework of 
the trawl to be taken on board with only one 
set of links to disconnect. 

(2) Facilities to enable all the catch to be 
gutted and washed under cover at waist level, 
thereby relieving fishermen of the stooping 
and stretching which has been their experi­
ence since trawling began. 

(3) A 4, 800-cubic-foot fish hold, giving the 
crew of 4 men ample room for working, and 
for stowing the fish quickly and efficiently. 

Economy in operation, in fact , is the yard­
stick guiding all aspects of design. Having de­
cided the maximum crew requirements (num­
ber, accommodation, etc.) and the feasibility of 
remote control from the bridge of both winch 
and sealed engine, it was found that the latest 
in fishing equipment, ample deck space, and 
a roomy fish hold could be built into a small 
vessel requiring far smaller crew than form­
erly appeared possible. 
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FISHERY LO I JTERE T 
RATES REVISED: 

The British WhIte Fish uthont ann unc 
that beginning April 27, 1963, th Ir rat f 
interest on loans for fishing v 55 15 of not 
more than 140 feet new engin ,n ts and 
gear, would be as follows: on loans for not 
more than 5 years, 5~ perc nt (decreas 1 

percent); on loans for more than 5 y ars ut 
not more than 10 years, 5 ~ perc nt (d cr as 
k percent); on loans for more than 10 years, 
but not more than 15 years, 6 perc nt (d -
crease g percent); and on loans for morf than 
15 years, but not more than 20 years, 58 per­
cent (decrease t percent). 

The rates on loans made before April 27 
are unchanged. 

In June, the White Fish Authority announced, 
the following additional changes in rates of 
interest on loans made as from June 8: 

Fishing vessels of not more than 140 feet, 
new engines, nets and gear: on loans for 

ry I 3 • 

FRE 'CH \'ILL BUILD OVIET ~ TRA \ LERS: 
The OVl t Governm nt ha concluded a 100-ml1U n-franc 
(about U 20 nulhon) contract with a pnvate French sh1p· 
yard for 3 factory "tern trawler ... The ve bels Will be 
about 425 feet long and 63 feet wid> each .... 1th a crew of 
220 persons, 160 of which will be proccs"mg ,",orkers. 
They Will traw I and purse seme pnnclpally for hernng 
and for tropical sardines. The mo"t modern automated 
processing equipment w1ll mclude canmng, freezing, and 
fish-reduction facilities. Conveyors Will carry empty canS 
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od cartons to the processing areas and finished products 
the storage holds. Each vessel will be equipped with 
osed circuit television. The first of these 4,250-gr oss ­

ia vessels will be delivered in 1964. L a Peche Mari-
_~, May 196 3.) - -- --

LIBERIAN FISHING INDUSTRY TO BE REORGANIZED: 
~ ew Bureau of Commercial FisherieSTs to be set up in 

the Liberian Department of Agriculture and Commerce to 
regulate the fishing industry by centralizing the landing and 
marketing of fish. It will control the distribution and prices 
of fish, and will collect statistics. To implement this pro­
gram, the Government of Liberia has requested the Techni­
ca~ Assistance Board of the United Nations to assign a fish­
enes expert to that country . (U. S. Embassy, Monrovia, 
June 9, 1963.) 
l/ReFOrts in Japanese periodicals OD the bUilding of tuna motherships for U. S. S . R. 

as reported in Commercial Fisheries Review, July 1963 p. 86, were somewhat 
different as to detail. 

Note: These briefs were abstracted and comFiled by the U. S. Buteau of Commer­
cial Fisheries Branch of Foreign Fisheries and Trade. 

UNITED STATES FOOD SUPPLY IS BOTH SAFE AND NUTRITIOUS 

The American food supply is both safe and nutritious, according to results of 11 total 
diet studies!! completed by the U . S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in November 1962. 
F DA scientists analyzed market basket samples of foods for pesticide residues and vita­
min content. 

Pesticide residue content was found well within safe tolerance limits set for specific 
pesticides on individual foods. 

Levels of Vitamin A, thiamin, riboflavin, and niacin were found to be more than two 
times the Recommended Dietary Allowances of the Food and Nutrition Board of the Nation­
al Research Council. Vitamins B6 and B12 were well above the amounts estimated as re­
quired for good nutrition. (Recommended allowances for B6 and B12 have not been estab­
lished.) The studies did not include vitamins C and D because the method of sample prep­
aration results in destruction of thos e vitamins. But FDA nutritionists point out that other 
studies have shown that those vitamins are adequately supplied by food sources. 

The samples analyzed represented the total diet of a 19-year-old boy- -the biggest 
E!ater in the United States pop u 1 a t ion. "Market basket" samples conSisting of about 60 
pounds of groceries--a one week's supply--were obtained every three months from chain 
groceries in the Washington, D. C., area beginning in May 1961. Beginning in May 1962, 
1limilar samples were collected also in Atlanta, Minneapolis, St. Louis, and San Francisco. 

Commodities and quantities sampled were from the 11 moderate income" food list fur­
n i shed by Household Economics Research Division of the Department of Agriculture. The 
C linic Kitchen at the National Institutes of Health assisted in preparation of foods normally 
Looked before consumption. 

Determinations were made for res i due s of 20 chlorinated hydrocarbons , including 
DT, and for organic phosphate type insecticides. Most of the samples contained no resi­

dues or mere traces of chlorinated hydrocarbons; a few contained amounts measurable by 
e xtremely sen sit i v e techniques. Only a few traces of organic phosphate residues were 
found. FDA scientists interpret the findings as an assurance of confidence in the protec­
tion provided by the Pesticides Amendment of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 

The survey findings also support the conclusion that foods readily available at super­
m arkets contain ample quantities of vitamins. They contradict the allegations of food fad­
dists that the American food supply is nutritionally depleted. 




